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Д а н н ы е  м е то д и ч е с к и е  р а зр а б о т к и  п о  ч т ен и ю
с т р а н о в е д ч е с к и х  т е к с т о в  и м ею т  ц ел ью :

•  р а з в и т и е  н а в ы к о в  ч т е н и я  с б ы с т р ы м  и з в л е ч е н и е м  
н е о б х о д и м о й  и н ф о р м а ц и и ;

•  о з н а к о м л е н и е  сту д ен т о в  с м е с т н ы м и  р е а л и я м и  
В е л и к о б р и т а н и и  и  С Ш А ;

•  у д о в л е т в о р е н и е  п о тр еб н о ст и  сту д ен т о в  в  п о л у ч е н и и  
и н ф о р м а ц и и  о с т р а н а х  и з у ч а е м о го  я з ы к а ,  к о т о р а я  н ео б х о д и м а  
п р и  в ы е зд е  и х  в  В е л и к о б р и т а н и ю  и  С Ш А  д л я  д ал ь н е й ш е го  
с о в е р ш е н с т в о в а н и я  з н а н и й  я з ы к а  и  в  сф ер е  п о л у ч аем о й  
сп е ц и а л ь н о с т и ;

•  р а з в и т и е  у м е н и й  д и с к у т и р о в а т ь  и  ар гу м е н т и р о в а т ь  н а  
о сн о в е  п о л у ч е н н о й  и н ф о р м а ц и и .

Т е к с т ы  з а и м с т в о в а н ы  и з  о р и г и н а л ь н ы х  и ст о ч н и к о в . П р и  их  
о тб оре  с о с т а в и т е л и  р у к о в о д с т в о в а л и с ь  тр е б о в а н и я м и  п р о гр ам м ы  
д л я  у н и в е р с и т е т о в , а  т а к ж е  з ад а ч е й  д а т ь  и н ф о р м а ц и ю  н а  основе 
н о в е й ш и х  а у т е н т и ч н ы х  м а т е р и а л о в .

М е т о д и ч ес к и е  р а зр а б о т к и  п р е д н а з н а ч е н ы  д л я  сту д ен т о в  1 и 
2 к у р с о в  н е я з ы к о в ы х  ф а к у л ь т е т о в  у н и в е р с и т е т а .
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C b p te r  1. THIS Ц  ВИТА1Н

G re a t B rita in" has several differen t nam es. Som e peop le  say "B ritain", 
o r "the U n ited  K in g d o m ”, o r ju s t  "U K ”. T h ere  a re  fo u r differen t countries 
in th e  U n ited  K ingdom : England , Scotland , W ales and  N o rth e rn  Ireland
(see map ).

E veryone  fro m  B rita in  is B ritish, b u t only people  fro m  E ng land  are 
E nglish. P eople  from  Sco tland  are  Scottish, people  fro m  W ales a re  W elsh 
a n d  people  fro m  N o rth e rn  Ire lan d  are  Irish. D o n ’t  call Scottish  o r  W elsh 
people  E nglish. T hey  w on 't l ike it!

A lto g e th er m ore  th a n  56 m illion  people  live in  B rita in , m any o f  th em  in 
b ig  in d u stria l cities like L ondon , L iverpool and  M anchester, b u t people  are 
o ften  su rp rised  by  how  m uch o f  B rita in  is open  country , w ith  lonely hills 
a n d  w oods, q u ie t rivers, lakes a n d  farm lands.

E veryone  in B rita in  speaks English. B ut in  som e pa rts  o f  Scotland  and  
W ales people  speak  a n  o lder language as well. T he W elsh are  especially 
p ro u d  o f  th e ir  language, a n d  y ou  c an  see r o a d  signs in W elsh all over W ales.

E veryone  speaks E nglish, b u t they  d o  n o t all speak it in th e  sam e way. 
A  Scottish  perso n  h as  to  listen carefully  if  he w an ts to  u n derstand  a 
L ondoner. A n d  w hen a  W elsh p e rso n  speaks, everyone k now s a t  once where 
he com es from !

M an y  people  th in k  th a t the w ea ther is co ld  and  w et in B ritain  all the 
year rou n d . B u t it isn ’t! T rue , it som etim es ra in s a n d  even snows fo r days 
a n d  days, b u t every year there  a re  weeks o f  beautifu l sunny w eather when 
the B ritish  tak e  o ff th e ir  sweaters a n d  go o u t to  sunbathe.

B rita in  is on ly  a  sm all coun try , b u t every p a r t  is different. Scotland  is a 
lan d  o f  m o un ta in s , lakes a n d  rom an tic  castles. T he w in ters a re  cold, w ith 
p len ty  o f  snow , b u t the sum m ers a re  o ften  w arm  and  sunny. M o st farm ers 
keep  sheep, a n d  there  a re  m any sm all factories w hich m ake fine sweaters 
fro m  th e ir  w ool.

G lasgow  an d  E d inburgh  a re  b o th  large and  busy, w ith all th a t is good  
(an d  bad ) in m odern  cities.

N o rth e rn  Ire land  has its problem s, b u t it has b eau ty , too . In  the  w arm , 
w et c lim ate , the grass grow s a b rillian t green, an d  m uch o f  th e  land  is 
farm ing  coun try . B elfast is a  large industria l c ity  w ith  m any  fine buildings 
and  a  b ig p o r t  fro m  w hich ships com e a n d  go to  Sco tland  a n d  England . But 
Belfast has h a d  m any  d ifficult years, a n d  it is n o t the busy  p lace i t  once w as.
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A  h u n d red  years ago  th e  n o rth  
o f  E ng land  was th e  industria l h ea rt o f 
the coun try . F ro m  th e  factories cam e 
clo th , w ool, m achines, engines and  
ch ina. O utside the tow ns, m uch o f 
th is p a r t  o f  E ng land  is beau tifu l 
countryside, w ith  green hills, lakes 
an d  sandy  beaches. F ish ing  is still a 
big in dustry  in  the N o r th  E ast, and  
every n igh t (except Sunday) the 
fish ing  b o a ts  go o u t to  sea. T he centre 
o f  E ng land  (the "M idlands") is also 
a n  im p o rtan t industria l area, 
especially n ea r th e  huge cities of 
C oventry  and  B irm ingham , the centre 
o f  the ca r industry . B ut everywhere, 
even in th e  h ea r t o f  a  m odern  city, 
th ere  a re  buildings from  an  older 

B rita in  - c a thed ra ls , castles, a n d  houses b u ilt h undreds o f  years ago.
W ales is a  special place, a  co u n try  o f  h igh  m o un ta in s  a n d  pretty  

valleys. B u t W ales has p len ty  o f  industry , too , w ith  m any  factories and  coal 
m ines. T h e  p eop le  o f  W ales are  very m usical. E very year they  h ave a festival 
o f  W elsh m usic a n d  poetry .

T he w est o f  E ng land  is rich  fa n n in g  country . I t  p roduces m ilk, cream , 
b u tte r, cheese a n d  apples, w hich go  to  m ake  cider, a p o p u la r drink . In  the 
villages, c o u n try  peop le  o ften  grow  the ir ow n fru it, vegetables and  flowers. 
Som e areas  o f  B rita in  a re  very crow ded. A ro u n d  M anchester, in  n o r th  west 
E ng land , a n d  G lasgow , in S co tland , are  large city  areas o f  houses and 
factories.

T he sou th  east o f  E ngland , 
too , has m any  tow ns a n d  cities, 
includ ing  L ondon , th e  gian t 
cap ita l. B ut q u ite  n e a r  L ondon  
th ere  are  still som e q u ie t villages 
an d  peacefu l farm s.

B rita in  is an  island , o f 
course, an d  you  a re  never fa r 
fro m  the sea. Som e o f  th e  coast, 
especially in  th e  w est, is w ild and  
rocky , w ith sm all, sandy  beaches, 
and  ro m an tic  o ld  h arbou rs .
O th e r  p a r ts  a re  industria l. T he east co as t o f  S cotland , for exam ple, is busy 
w ith  oil rigs a n d  fish ing  boats. T he m o st p o p u la r beaches a re  n e a r  th e  m any



h o lid ay  tow ns o n  th e  so u th  coast, w here th e  w ea th e r is usually  w arm er. I t  is 
here  th a t  L o n d o n e rs  c om e to  relax.

Vocahularv:

to  com e f ro m б ы т ь  р о д о м  и з  .

to  su n b a th e - з а г о р а т ь

a  castle - з а м о к

w ool - ш е р с т ь

a n  engine д в и г а т е л ь

ch in a ф ар ф о р

huge о гр о м н ы й

a  ca th ed ra l - собор

g ian t г и г а н т с к и й

rocky с к а л и с т ы й

o il rigs б у р о в ы е  в ы ш к и

Q u es tio n s:

1. H o w  m any  d iffe ren t coun tries a re  th ere  in th e  U nited  
K in g d o m  ?
2. W h a t is th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  G re a t B rita in  ?
3. Is  E ng lish  spoken  in  th e  sam e w ay b y  everyone in 
G re a t B rita in  ?
4. W h a t is th e  w ea ther like in  B rita in  ?
5. Is  every p a r t  o f  th e  co u n try  very d iffe ren t ?
6. W h a t im p o rta n t in d u stria l a reas  can  y o u  n am e ?
7. H o w  can  y o u  charac te rize  th e  w est o f  E ng land  ?
8. W h a t can  y o u  say a b o u t B rita in  coastlin e?
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C hapter 2 . THIS IS  LOHDOU

L o n d o n  has been  a  cap ita l c ity  fo r  nearly  a  th o u san d  years, a n d  m any 
o f  its anc ien t bu ild ings still stand .
T he m o st fam ous o f  these a re  the 
T ow er o f  L o n d o n  (w here th e  C row n 
Jew els a re  kep t), W estm inster A bbey  
a n d  St. P au l’s C a th ed ra l, b u t m ost 
v isito rs also  w an t to  see the H ouses 
o f  P arliam en t (seen below  across the 
R iver Tham es), B uckingham  Palace 
(the Q ueen’s  L o n d o n  hom e) and  the 
m any  m agnificen t m useum s.

O nce, L o n d o n  w as a  small 
R o m a n  tow n  o n  th e  n o rth  b an k  o f  th e  T ham es, b u t slowly it grew  in to  one 
o f  the  w orld ’s m a jo r cities w ith m ore  th a n  seven m illion people. Fewer 
peop le  live in th e  c en tre  now , b u t th e  suburbs a re  still growing.

Places now  in  th e  h ea rt o f L o ndon , like W est
m inster,once sto o d  in  th e  m iddle  o f  green fields. 
M an y  sm all villages, like H em pstead , Chelsea 
and  M ayfa ir, becam e p a r t  o f L ondon , b u t they 
still keep  som e o f  the ir  o ld atm osphere. 
D ifferen t areas  o f  L o n d o n  seem  like different 
cities. T he W est E nd  is a rich  m an 's world o f 
shops, offices a n d  theaters. T h e  o ld  p o rt area  is 
now  called "D ocklands". T he great ships have 
gone, and  th e  a rea  is changing  very fast. There 
a re  huge new  once buildings, and  thousands o f 
new  flats a n d  houses.

O th e r p a r ts  o f  L ondon  are  changing, too. 
Som e o f  the  p o o re r  areas have becom e 
fash ionable , and  people  w ith  m ore  m oney  are 
m oving in to  them . A  h u ndred  years ago , the 
river w as crow ded w ith  ships, leaving fo r  Java 
and  Jap an , N ew  Z ealand  an d  N ew  Y ork , b u t 
now  people  travel by air, and  L ondon 's m ain 

a irp o rt, H ea th ro w , is one o f th e  busiest in  th e  w orld. L ike all b ig cities, 
L ondon  has streets and  concrete  build ings, b u t, i t  also has m any b ig parks, 
full o f  trees, flowers and  grass, S it o n  th e  grass in  the m iddle o f  H ide P a rk  o r 
K ensing ton  G ardens, a n d  you  will th ink  th a t you  are  in th e  country , miles 
away.





M an y  people  live ou tside  the cen tre  o f  L o n d o n  in  th e  subu rbs, an d  
ey trave l to  w ork  in th e  shops and  offices by  tra in , bus o r  u n derg round . 

The tram s  a re  full - and  expensive - a n d  th e  ro ad s  a re  c row ded  w ith  cars, b u t 
every d ay  a  m illion  people  m ake  th e  jou rney . Som e people  com e fro m  far 
o u t o f  L o n d o n , even fro m  the coast, a n d  spend u p  to  fo u r h o u rs  travelling 
every day.

M o st peop le  w ork  from  9 a .m . to  5 p .m . F ro m  8 u n til 10 every 
m o rn in g , a n d  4.30 to  6.30 every evening, th e  tra in s  a re  c row ded w ith  people, 
an d  a fte r th e  m o rn in g  "rush  h our"  th e  shoppers come.

By d ay  th e  w hole o f  L ondon  is busy. A t n igh t, th e  offices are  qu iet and  
em pty , b u t th e  W est E n d  stays alive, because th is  is w here L ondoners  com e 
to  en joy  them selves. T here  are  tw o  o p e ra  houses here, several concert halls 
a n d  m an y  thea tres , as well as c inem as, a n d  in  nearby  Soho the pubs, 
re s tau ran ts  a n d  n ightclubs a re  busy  h a lf  the  night.

M an y  people  th ink  tha t 
L o n d o n  is all grey, b u t in fact 
red is L ondon 's favorite 
co lour. T he buses are  red , the 
le tte r boxes are  red  and  the 
m ail vans a re  all bright, 
b rig h t red. L o n d o n  is a t  its 
best w hen people are 
celebrating. T hen  th e  flags, 
th e  soldiers' un iform s, the 
cheering crow ds and  the 
carriages and  horses all 

sp ark le  in  th e  sunsh ine - i f  it's n o t ra in ing , o f  course!
L o n d o n  has m any  large dep a rtm en t stores, w hich sell everything: shoes 

a n d  sh irts, p ap e r and  perfum e, foo tballs a n d  frying pans, T he m ost 
expensive d ep a rtm en t sto re  is H a rro d s  in  K nightsbridge. Twice a  year, in 
Jan u a ry  and  Ju ly , H a rro d s  has a "sale". Som e th ings are  a lm ost h a lf  price, 
a n d  there  a re  th o u san d s o f  bargains. B u t on  th e  first days o f  the sale the 
sh o p  is very c row ded.

Som e people  stan d  a n d  w ait all n ig h t so th a t they  can  be first in the 
sh o p  w hen it opens.

T he sm artest a n d  m o st expensive shops a re  in  K n ightsbridge, b u t m ore 
people  com e to  O xfo rd  S treet, L ondon 's  m o st p o p u la r sh opp ing  center. 
M o st o f  th e  h undreds o f  shops sell c lo thes o r shoes.

T he street is m ore  th a n  a  m ile long. T h ere  a re  several b ig  departm en t 
s to res in O xfo rd  Street. T h e  best k n ow n  are  Selfridges, Jo h n  Lewis and  
M arks and  Spencer. O xfo rd  S treet h a s  the m o st shops, b u t in  som e ways 
K ing 's R o a d  in C helsea is m ore  fun . This is w here fash ionab le  young
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L o n d o n e rs  buy  th e ir  clo thes in  th e  m any  sm all "boutiques". Y o u  can  buy 
w h a t y o u  like in th e  b ig shops, b u t th e  sm all m arke ts  have a lo t  to  o ffer too . 
T h ere  a re  several b ig s tree t m ark e ts  in  L ondon , a n d  m an y  sm all ones. Som e 
m ark e ts  op en  o nly  one d ay  a  week.

G o  to  P o rtobe llo  R o a d  o n  S a tu rday , o r to  P e ttico a t L ane  o n  Sunday . 
C o v en t G ard en  m ark e t is op en  every day. C om e here  fo r  an tiques, o ld 
clothes, h an d -m ad e  jew elry  a n d  m an y  o th e r  ra th e r  special things.

B ritish  re stau ran ts  have  n o t a lw ays been  fam ous fo r the ir good  food . 
T o o  o ften , they  o ffered  only  fried  fo o d  a n d  ch ips w ith everything. B u t now . 
hea lth y  fo o d  is in  fash ion  a n d  so is in te rn a tio n a l cooking . T h e  B ritish  have 
tak en  g o o d  ideas fro m  all over th e  w orld . Y o u  can  e a t C hinese, Ind ian , 
F ren ch , I ta lian  a n d  G reek  fo o d  in any  b ig city, a n d  in L o n d o n  there’s a 
fan ta s tic  v arie ty  o f  res tau ran ts .

M o st B ritish  fam ilies only go to  re s tau ran ts  o n  special occasions, like 
b irth d ay s , o r  w edding  anniversaries. T he restau ran ts ' best custom ers are  
business people , w ho m eet in  them  to  ta lk  business in  a  re laxed  atm osphere  
aw ay  fro m  th e  te lephone. They  can  e a t w hat they  like because th e  com pany  
p ays th e  bill! B u t w hen a  m a n  a n d  a w o m an  w a n t to  get to  know  each  o ther 
b e tte r ,  they  o ften  go o u t to  a re s ta u ra n t toge ther. A fte r all, it's  easier to  ta lk  
in  a  q u ie t a tm osphere , w ith  so ft m usic, w ine a n d  goo d  food.

F o r  v isito rs to  L o n d o n , ea ting  o u t can  be fun . T ry  R ules, in  the  W est 
E nd. T h e  trad itio n a l m enu  a n d  deco r are  ju s t  like they  w ere in  Q ueen 
V ic to ria ’s day , a h u n d red  years ago . O r take  a w alk  ro u n d  Soho o r C oven t 
G a rd e n  w here there  a re  d ozens o f  sm all res tau ran ts .

B u t if  you  w a n t th a t special L o n d o n  feeling, go  to  th e  R itz  in 
Peccadilly  fo r  te a  a n y  a f te rn o o n  a t  ab o u t h a lf  p a s t four. T oo  expensive? 
T h en  try  E ng land 's  fav o rite  fo o d  fish and  chips. T ake  it aw ay  a n d  ea t it 
w here  y o u  like - in th e  p a rk , on  th e  bus o r w hile you  w alk d ow n  the street. 
T h a t 's  w h a t L o n d o n ers  do!

Vocabulary:
an c ien t

th e  T ow er o f  L ondon  

Jew els

W estm inste r A bby  

St. P a u l’s C a th ed ra l 

th e  H ouses o f  P arliam en t 

B uck ingham  P alace 

suburbs
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- древни й

- Т ау эр  ( 11 век )

д рагоц ен н ости  ( C row n  - драгоц ен н ости  
К о р о н ы ) К оролевские регалии

- В естм инстерское аббатств о  (11 век ) 

С о б о р  св. П ав л а  (  1675 - 1710 г г . )

- здан и е  П ар л ам ен та  ( 1840- 1852 г г . )

- Б уки нгем ский  д ворец  ( 1703 г. )

- п ри город ы



H eath ro w

H am pstead ,
C helsea,
M ayfa ir

u n d e rg ro u n d

ru sh  h o u r

Soho

H arro d s

K nigh tsb ridge

O xfo rd  S treet

Selfridges,
Jo h n  Lewis,
M arks a n d  Spencer

bou tiq u e  

P o rtobe llo  R o a d  

P e ttico a t L ane 

C oven t G a rd en  m ark e t

to  b e in  fash ion  

to  ta lk  business 

Q ueen  V ictoria

R itz

- Х итроу, крупнейш ий м еж дународны й 
аэр о п о р т  В еликобритании  в  24 км  к 
зап аду о т  Л он дон а( 1946 г. )

- феш енебельны е р ай о н ы  Л он д он а

- м етрополитен, подзем ка

- часы  пик

- С охо - ц ентральны й р ай о н  Л он дон а , где 
сосредоточены  рестораны , ночн ы е клубы , 
казин о и  другие увесилительны е заведения

«Х арродз» , один  из самых 
феш енебельны х и  д ороги х  универм агов 
Л о н д о н а  и  м ира

- Н айтсбридж , феш енебельны й р ай он  У эст- 
Э н да, известен дороги м и  м агазин ам и , в 
т.ч . ю велирны м и и  анти кварны м и

- о д н а  и з  главны х торгов ы х  улиц в  центре 
Л он д он а

- к рупнейш ие универм аги  Л он дон а

м од н ы й  м агази н  д орогой  одеж ды и 
предм етов туалета

- уличн ы й ры н ок  в  Л ондоне, известный 
ан ти кварн ы м и  лавкам и

- улица в И ст-Э нде, известн ая воск
ресны ми базарам и
- главн ы й  лондонский  оп товы й  ры нок 
ф руктов , овощ ей  и  цветов

- б ы ть  в  м оде

- вести д еловы е п ереговоры

- к о р о л ева  В еликобритании 
(18 1 9 - 1 9 1 0 гг .)

ф еш енебельны е гостин ица и  р есторан  на 
улице П иккади лли
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Q u estio n s:

1 .W h a t d o  you  th in k  o f  L o n d o n ’s a g e ?
2. W h ere  is i t  s itu a ted  ?
3 .W h a t  is th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  L o n d o n ?
4. W h a t a re  th e  m ain  sights o f  L o n d o n  ?
5. W o u ld  you  like to  live in  th e  suburbs o f  L o n d o n  ?
6. C o m m en t o n  L o n d o n ’s favo rite  co lour.
7. W o u ld  you  like to  go  sh o p p in g  in  L o n d o n  ?
8. W h a t p lace w o u ld  y o u  c h o o se?
9. C o m p are  fo o d  in  sim ple places a n d  in  fash ionab le  ones.

Oam 1. OLD GBLTDRAL Ш  Ш С А Т П Ш  С Е 1 Г Ш  OF AREA! ВИТАЛ!

E d in b u rg h  is S cotland’s cap ita l, a n d  o ne  o f  th e  m o st beau tifu l cities in  
B rita in . T h e  h ea r t o f  E d in b u rg h  is th e  tho u san d -y ear-o ld  castle , w here the 
k ings o f  S co tlan d  lived fo r  cen turies. F ro m  E d in b u rg h  castle  you  c an  see fo r 
m iles, n o r th  ov e r th e  beau tifu l o ld  streets a n d  squares. F a r  aw ay are  th e  
m o u n ta in s  o f  C en tra l S co tland , often  covered  w ith  snow . E d in b u rg h  h as  a 
busy  cu ltu ra l life. E very  year, in  A ugust, th e  In te rn a tio n a l F estiva l takes 
place. M usicians, ac to rs  a n d  singers com e fro m  all over th e  w orld  and  
th o u san d s  o f  v isito rs fill th e  city. In  th e  evening, the o p e ra  house, the 
th ea te rs  a n d  th e  concert ha lls  a re  full. In  cafes a n d  pubs, sm all g roups sing, 
a c t  a n d  read  poetry .

T h e  castle  is a t  its  b est in  F estival tim e. E very n igh t th ere  is a 
m agn ificen t m ilita ry  "T a tto o ". H igh land  soldiers w earing "kilts" p lay  the 
bagp ipes  a n d  m arch  to  th e  m usic.
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W h at is so special a b o u t O xfo rd  an d  C am bridge, th e  tw o o ldest 
universities in  England? W hy do  so m any  studen ts w an t to  s tu d y  there?

B o th  o f  these university  tow ns a re  very beautifu l. They  have  som e o f 
th e  finest arch itec tu re  in  B ritain . Som e o f  the ir colleges, chapels a n d  libraries 
are  th ree, fo u r and  even five h u n d red  years o ld , and  a re  full o f  valuable  
books and  precious pain tings. B o th  tow ns have m any  lovely gardens, w here 
th e  studen ts c an  read  a n d  relax in  th e  sum m er m onths.

O xfo rd  is th e  o lder un iversity  o f  th e  tw o. T h e  first o f  its colleges was 
founded  in  1249, T he university  now  has th irty-five colleges a n d  ab o u t 
th irteen  th o u san d  studen ts, m any  o f  th em  from  o th e r countries. O xfo rd  is, 
o f  course, fam ous fo r its first-class educa tion  as well as its beautifu l 
bu ild ings. Som e o f  th e  m ost in telligent m en and  w om en in  th e  co u n try  live 
an d  w o rk  here. O xfo rd  gives them  w h a t they  need: a  q u ie t a tm osphere, 
friendly  colleagues, a n d  the fo u r-hundred -year-o ld  B oolean  lib rary , which 
has a b o u t five m illion  books. I t  is n o t easy to  get a  place a t  O xford 
U n iversity  to  stu d y  fo r  a  degree, B u t ou tside th e  university  th ere  are  m any 
sm aller p riv a te  colleges w hich  o ffer less d ifficult courses a n d  w here it is easy 
to  enro ll. M o st s tuden ts  in  these p riv a te  schools tak e  business, secretarial o r 
English language  courses.

Som e o f  th e  a ris tocra tic  families 
o f  B rita in  still have a  lo t o f  m oney, 

an d  som e still live in  m agnificent 
’’stately  hom es" b u ilt by their 
fam ilies h undreds o f  years ago. 
C astles w ith  stro n g  walls a n d  tow ers 
m ay  be a lm o st a th o u san d  years old, 
b u t m o st sta te ly  hom es d a te  from  the 
seventeenth a n d  e igh teenth  centuries, 
a n d  m an y  are  filled w ith w onderful 
co llections o f  pain tings and 
fu rn itu re . B ut even fo r th e  richest, 
life in  these o ld houses is expensive. 
T here  a re  roofs to  repair, hundreds 
o f  room s to  clean, a n d  miles o f 
p a rk lan d  to  look  after. T o  m ake 
m oney, ow ners o f  sta te ly  hom es 
often  m ak e  the ir p a rk s  into 
p layg rounds. T hey  set up  zoos, 

safari parks , m odel railw ays, sm all m useum s any th ing  th a t peop le  will 
p ay  to  see.

N o t  everyone is lucky enough  to  keep  their o ld hom e. M an y  o f  the 
people  w ho once ow ned th e  castles a n d  palaces o f  B rita in  can n o t a ffo rd  to
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lo o k  a f te r  th em  now . B u t th e  bu ild ings still stan d , full o f  w onderfu l an tiques 
a n d  a r t  treasures.

Vocabulary:

E d in b u rg h

k ilt

bagpipes

O xfo rd

C am bridge

с т о л и ц а  Ш о т л а н д и и ,к р у п н ы й  
к у л ь т у р н ы й  и  б р а з о в а т е л ь н ы й  ц е н т р  
( - C a s t le  з н а м е н и т а я  к р е п о с т ь  н а  
в е р ш и н е  б а за л ь т о в о й  с к а л ы ,  1 1в ; 
- F e s t iv a l  е ж е г о д н ы й  м е ж д у н а р о д н ы й  
м у з ы к а л ь н ы й  и  т е а т р а л ь н ы й  ф е с т и в а л ь  
в  а в г у с т е  - с ен тя б р е )

к и л т ,  ю б к а  ш о т л ан д с к о г о  г о р ц а  (в 
с к л а д к у  и з  ш е р с т я н о й  ш о т л а н д к и ,  ч а с т ь  
н а ц и о н а л ь н о г о  к о стю м а)

в о л ы н к и  (н а р о д н ы й  м у з ы к а л ь н ы й  
и н с т р у м е н т  ш о т л ан д ц е в )

- г л а в н ы й  гор о д  г р а ф с т в а  О к с ф о р д ш и р , 
ц е н т р  к р у п н о й  ав т о м о б и л ь н о й
п р о м ы ш л е н н о с т и , з н а м е н и т  сво и м  
у н и в е р с и т е т о м , о с н о в а н н ы м  в  к о н ц е
12 в . (O x .U n . и м е е т  в  сво ем  со став е  29  
м у ж с к и х ,  5 ж е н с к и х  и  5 с м е ш а н н ы х  
с а м о у п р а в л я ю щ и х с я  к о л л е д ж е й , ок о л о
13  т ы с . сту д ен т о в).

- г л а в н ы й  го р о д  г р а ф с т в а  К е м б р и д ж ш и р , 
и з в е с т е н  св о и м  у н и в е р с и т е т о м ,
о с н о в а н н ы м  в  н а ч а л е  13  в . ( C .U n . и м еет  
в  с в о ем  со став е  1 8  м у ж с к и х ,  5 ж е н с к и х  
и  6  с м е ш а н н ы х  с а м о у п р а в л я ю щ и х с я  
к о л л е д ж е й , о к о л о  11 т ы с . с ту д ен т о в  )

to  a ffo rd  to  d o  s th . по зво л и ть  себе дел ать  что-то

Q uestions  :

1. W ou ld  you  like to  v isit these o ld  cities ?
2. W h a t’s y o u r op in io n  o f  s tu d en ts’ life in O xfo rd  a n d  C am bridge 
U niversities?
3. W ou ld  you  like to  be  educa ted  there  ?
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f l a t t e r  I  TBU В  THE B M

T h e  U n ited  S tates o f  A m erica - the richest, and  o ne  o f  th e  biggest 
c oun tries  in  th e  w orld  - has several nam es. People  say  "the U n ited  
States", "the S tates", "A m erica", o r  ju s t  "the U SA " o r "the U S".

T h ere  a re  fifty  sta tes in  th e  U S A  (including A laska  a n d  H aw aii), 
an d  over 200 m illion  people  live in  them .

T h ere  is n o  "A m erican  clim ate” o r  "A m erican countryside". E very pa rt 
o f  th e  c o u n try  is d ifferen t, from  A laska  in  the N o rth , covered  w ith  snow  
a n d  ice, to  tro p ica l F lo r id a  in  th e  S outh .

W ho  are  th e  A m ericans? W here  d id  they com e from ? W hy  d id so m any 
peop le  g o  across th e  sea to  th e  N ew  W orld?

T he A m erican  Ind ians w ere the first peop le  to  live in  th a t v ast land. 
T hey  h a d  a  fascinating , ancien t cu lture , a n d  a  rich trad itio n  o f  language 
a n d  custom s. W hen  C hris to p h e r C o lum bus arrived , in  1492, th ere  were 
p ro b ab ly  a b o u t 1,500,000 Ind ians in  N o r th  A m erica.

B u t then , th e  im m igrants cam e. By th e  early  n ineteen th  cen tury , the 
p o p u la tio n  was m ore  th a n  17 m illion. M o st cam e R O M  E urope , b u t there 
w ere also  m any  from  th e  M iddle  E ast a n d  th e  F a r  E ast, as well as m illions 
o f  A fricans, cau g h t in  th e  terrib le  s lave trade.
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Im m ig ra tio n  w en t o n  grow ing. In  1907 alone, o ne  a n d  a  q u a r te r  m illion  
peop le  arrived . By 1914, th e  p o p u la tio n  w as 92 m illion. N o w  there  a re  m ore  
th a n  25 m illion  B ritish  A m ericans (nearly  h a lf  th e  p o p u la tio n  o f  B rita in), 
a b o u t 23 m illion  A frican  A m ericans, 25 m illion  G erm an  A m ericans an d  
m o re  Irish  A m ericans th a n  th e  w hole p o p u la tio n  o f  Ire land .

Y o u  can  fin d  a lm o st any th in g  in  A m erica. T here a re  m o u n ta in s  an d  
d eserts, o ld  churches a n d  m o o n  rockets, hom es w ith  th ree  cars  a n d  hom es 
w ith  n o  electric  ligh ts a t  all. T h ere  a re  people  w ho  speak  C hinese, I ta lian , 
S panish , A rab ic , Po lish , Sw edish, Jap an ese  - in  fac t, a lm o st every language 
u n d e r  th e  sun.

D o  y o u  like w ild em pty  lan d s ?  Y ou 'll love th e  g rea t deserts o f  N evada  
a n d  A rizo n a , th e  h igh  R o ck y  M o u n ta in s , a n d  the m iles o f  snow  a n d  ice in 
a rc tic  A laska.

A re  y o u  m ore  in te rested  in  c ity  life ? Y o u ’ll p refer th e  N o r th  E ast 
C o ast, w here  75%  o f  A m ericans live o n  1.5% o f  th e  land . Y o u  can  drive 
fro m  B o sto n  th ro u g h  N ew  Y o rk  to  W ash ing ton , D .C . a n d  y o u  w ill be  in  a 
to w n  all th e  tim e. T h e  th ree  g rea t c ities o f  th e  E ast C o ast, B oston  in  the 
n o rth , N ew  Y o rk  in  th e  m iddle  W ash in g to n , D .C . in  th e  s o u th , a re  th e  m ost 
im p o r ta n t cen tres o f  A m erican  cu ltu re , ed u ca tio n  and  governm ent. B oston  
is a  c ity  fu ll o f  h is to ry  a n d  o ld  w o rld  charm . N e a r  i t  is H a rv a rd , A m erica's 
o ldest un iversity , N ew  Y o rk , full o f  life a n d  co lou r, also  has w onderfu l 
m useum s, a r t  galleries a n d  concert halls. W ash ing ton , D .C ., o f  course, is 
th e  cap ita l c ity , w here th e  P re sid en t o f  the U S A  lives in  th e  fam ous W hite  
H ouse.

P e rh ap s  you  p re fe r a m o re  peacefu l, agricu ltu ra l landscape? T hen  go  to  
th e  M idw est, to  O h io , In d ia n a  a n d  W isconsin. T here  th e  huge, fla t 
fa rm lan d s, covered  in  w hea t, go  o n  a n d  o n  as fa r  as th e  eye can  see, O u t in 
th e  c o u n try , sm all tow ns o ffer a  m eeting  p lace  fo r  th e  farm ers a  chu rch , a 
few  shops, a n d  a  h o te l fo r visitors. B u t th ere  a re  huge cities in  th e  M idw est 
as well. C h icago  a n d  D e tro it, n e a r  th e  G re a t L akes, a re  th e  o ld  industria l 
h e a r tla n d ’s o f  A m erica . M illions o f  peop le  live a n d  w o rk  here , m aking  
steel, cars, T V  sets a n d  every th ing  A m ericans lo v e  to  buy.

E veryone know s a b o u t the 
g rea t c a ttle  ranches o f  Texas, 
b u t  n o t a ll A m erican  cattle  
farm ers a re  b ig landow ners. 
Som e live on  q u ite  sm all 
farm s, w hich a fam ily can 
m anage w ith  n o  ex tra  help.

. I f  y o u  like w arm , sunny 
w eather a n d  a n  exciting 
a tm osphere  w here new  ideas 
a re  a lw ays welcome, 

.'C a lifo rn ia  o n  th e  W est C oast 
is th e  place fo r  you . In  this
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perfect c lim ate , oranges, peaches and  grapes grow  easily, a n d  o n  the 
w onderfu l beaches g ian t w aves ro ll in from  th e  P acific O cean.

N e a r  L os A ngeles, C aliforn ia 's largest city, is H ollyw ood, w here film  
sta rs  o f  p a s t  a n d  presen t h ave  the ir  hom es. A  v isit to  th e  film  s tud ios  here  is 
som eth ing  y o u  w ill alw ays rem em ber.

Los A ngeles is n o t only th e  “’m o tion -p ic tu re  cap ita l o f  th e  w o rld ” , it is 
a  v ast e lectronics cen tre  and  a  m ajo r cen tre  fo r  o il refin ing  a n d  a ircraft 
m an u fac tu re . S an  D iego, a  naval p o r t  and  a cen tre  o f  ae rospace industry , 
is th e  site  o f  several large U S N av y  insta lla tions. I t  is the  hom e o f  th e  A tlas 
m issile, a n  a irc ra ft p ro d u ce r a n d  a  leader in  th e  e lectronics industry .

San F ranc isco  is th e  m a jo r m ain land  supply p o r t fo r  th e  num erous US 
m ilitary  bases in  th e  Pacific.

C a lifo rn ia ’s cla im  to  the title  o f  th e  “’science s ta te” is based  o n  a 
scientific e s tab lishm en t o f  aw esom e size. I ts  aerospace industry , m uch o f  it 
c lustered  in  th e  L os A ngeles a rea , b o asts  m ore  th a n  a  th ird  o f  the n a tio n ’s 
av ia tio n  a n d  space w orkers. In  th e  S an  F rancisco  a rea  a lone, electronics is a 
leader in business. B u t th e  h ea rt o f  C a lifo rn ia ’s science em pire are  its 
colleges. W hile  in dustry  and  m ilita ry  con trib u te  c ash  to  C a lifo rn ia ’s science 
em pire , its colleges a re  c on trib u tin g  tra in ed  m anpow er.

Is C a lifo rn ia  n o t h o t enough fo r you? G o  to  th e  deep  South , to 
A lab am a, L o u is ian a  a n d  M ississippi, w here the o ld  padd le  bo a ts  still go 
d ow n  the g reat, w ide river. L ife is d iffe ren t here, qu ieter, slower, m ore old- 
fash ioned . In  th e  co tto n  fields o f  th e  S o u th  it is d ifficult to  believe th a t the 
cities o f  th e  N o r th  E ast and  th e  m o un ta in s  o f  the N o rth  W est a re  all p a r t  o f 
th e  sam e h uge country .

V ocabu lary:
coun tryside  - сельская местность

fascinating  - зд. интереснейш ая

custom  - обы ч ай

C h ris to p h e r C o lum bus - Х ри стоф ор  К олум б

slave trad e  - рабо то р го вл я

to  go  on  grow ing  - п род олж ать  р асти

R ocky  M o u n ta in s  С к алисты е горы

o ld  w orld  c h a rm  - о ч ар о в ан и е  с тарого  света

M idw est С редний  зап ад

G re a t L akes Великие О зера
to  m anage w ith o u t e x tra  help -управляться без п осторон ней  

п ом ощ и



m otio n -p ic tu re  cap ita l o f  th e  - м и ров ая  столи ц а  киноиндустрии 
w orld
oil refin ing  - неф тепереработка

N av y  in sta lla tions

aw esom e

to  c o n trib u te  c ash

- воен но-м орски е б азы

- зд. м ощ ны й

- делать  «денеж ны е вливания»

to  c o n trib u te  ( tra ined ) - го тов и ть  (обученны е) человеческие

Q uestions :
1. H o w  m any  sta tes  a re  th ere  in  th e  U SA  ?
2. Is  i t  possib le  to  c om pare  th e  c lim ate  o f  the tw o coun tries ?
3. C o m m en t o n  th e  A m ericans as a  n a tio n  .
4. C o m m en t o n  th e  U S  n a tu re .
5. W h a t p a r ts  o f  A m erica  c an  you  n am e ?
6. W hich  large A m erican  cities can  y ou  nam e ?
7. W h a t is th e  m o tio n -p ic tu re  c ap ita l o f  the  w orld  ?
8. W h a t is C a lifo rn ia  fam ous fo r ?

C hante rs. Ш И  CITIES BF THE Ш .

E veryone  know s som eth ing  a b o u t N ew  Y o rk  - the  S tatue o f  Liberty , 
th e  skyscrapers, th e  b eau tifu l shops o n  F if th  A venue and  th e  m any  theatres 
o n  B roadw ay . T his is A m erica's cu ltu ra l cap ita l, a n d  her biggest city, w ith 
a  p o p u la tio n  o f  nearly  e ig h t m illion. In  th e  sum m er it  is h o t a n d  in  the 
w in te r it c an  be very co ld , b u t there  a re  h u n d red s o f  things to  do  a n d  see all 
th e  year rou n d .

T h ere  a re  five "boroughs"  in N ew  Y ork : B rooklyn , th e  Bronx, 
M a n h a tta n , Q ueens and  R ichm ond . O nly one o f  them , th e  B ronx, is n o t on 
an  island.

M a n h a tta n , th e  sm allest, island  in N ew  Y o rk , is th e  real cen te r o f  the 
city. W hen  people  say  "N ew  Y o rk  C ity" they  usually  m ean  M an h a ttan . 
M o st o f  th e  in teresting  shops, bu ild ings a n d  m useum s are  here , and  
M a n h a tta n  is th e  scene o f  N ew  Y o rk 's  busy  n ig h t life.

In  1605 th e  first E u ro p ean s cam e to  M a n h a tta n  from  H olland . They 
b o u g h t th e  is land  fro m  th e  N a tiv e  A m ericans fo r  a  few  glass necklaces, 
w o rth  a b o u t $26 today .

O nly  1,500,000 peop le  live in M an h a ttan , b u t five m illion people  w ork  
here  every day . M an y  live in th e  suburbs a n d  com e to  w ork  on  the subw ay.

m anpow er ресурсы
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M a n h a tta n  is th e  financial 
h e a r t  o f  th e  U S A  a n d  the 
m o st im p o rta n t ban k in g  
cen te r in  th e  w orld . I t  is a 
street o f  "skyscrapers", those 
incredible, high buildings 
w hich  A m ericans invented, 
a n d  b u ilt fas te r a n d  h igher 
th a n  anyone else. P erhaps th e  
tw o  m o st spectacu lar 
skyscrapers in  N ew  Y o rk  are  
th e  tw o  tow ers o f  th e  N ew  
Y o rk  W orld  T rad e  C enter, 
W hen th e  sun  sets, th e ir  110 
floo rs sh ine like pu re  gold.

L ike every b ig city 
N ew  Y o rk  has its  ow n traffic 
system . T raffic  jam s can  be 

terrib le , a n d  it's  usua lly  qu ickest to  go  by  subw ay. T he N ew  Y o rk  subw ay is 
easy  to  u se  a n d  q u ite  cheap .

T h e  subw ay  goes to  a lm o st every co m er o f  M an h a ttan , B ut be careful. 
I t 's  b e tte r  n o t to  go by  subw ay  la te  a t  nigh t. Y o u  see m ore, o f  course, i f  you 
go  by  bus. N ew  Y o rk  buses a re  a lso  easy to  use, T he "Shoppers S hu ttle” 
(M o n d ay  to  F rid ay ) a n d  th e  "C u ltu re  L oops" (S a tu rdays a n d  S undays) s top  
a t  som e o f  th e  b est k n ow n  sto res a n d  to u ris t places. Y o u  can  get on  a n d  o ff  
as m an y  tim es as you  like in  o ne  d ay  w ith  only one ticket.

T h e re  a re  m o re  th a n  30,000 tax is in  N ew  Y ork . T hey  a re  easy to  see, 
because  they  a re  b rig h t yellow  a n d  ca rry  large T A X I signs. Taxis do  n o t go 
o u ts ide  th e  c ity  b u t th ey  w ill go to  th e  a irp o rts . People  give the tax i d river a  
"tip" o f  15% extra .

C en tra l P a rk  is a  b eau tifu l g reen  oasis in  the m iddle o f  N ew  Y ork 's 
co n cre te  desert, a n d  it's  surprising ly  big, w ith  lakes and  w oods as well as 
o rgan ized  rec rea tio n  a reas.

N ew  Y o rk ers  love C en tra l P a rk , a n d  they use i t  all th e  tim e. In  the 
w in ter, they  g o  ice-skating , a n d  in  th e  sum m er ro ller-skating . T hey  p lay  ball, 
rid e  horses a n d  have p icnics. T hey  go  bicycling a n d  boating . T here's even a 
ch ildren 's zoo , w ith w ild b ird s  a n d  anim als.

Fam ilies com e here  to  en joy  th e  sun  a n d  fresh  air. T he children  can  
p lay  safely here , aw ay  from  fast c a rs  a n d  busy  streets. M usicians m ake 
m usic, o ffice  w orkers b r in g  th e ir  lunches here in  fine w ea ther a n d  give bits 
o f  b read  to  th e  w a te r b ird s , a n d  large N ew  Y orkers, w ho  have  eaten  too
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m any  h o t dogs and  ham burgers fro m  M onday  to  F riday , spend  S aturday  
a n d  S unday  w alk ing  a n d  ru n n in g  to  try  to  get slim  again.

G o  to  th e  n o rth e rn  co rners o f  C en tra l P ark , w alk ro u n d  the lake and  
th ro u g h  th e  w oods, a n d  you  will u n d e rs tan d  a  little  o f  how  M a n h a tta n  w as 
in  th e  days o f  th e  f irs t N ew  Y o rk ers  n early  fo u r h u ndred  years ago.

A long  th e  east side o f  C en tra l P a rk  runs F if th  A venue, once called 
"M illionaire 's R ow ". In  th e  n ine teen th  cen tury , th e  richest m en  in  Am erica 
b u ilt the ir  m agnificen t hom es here , a n d  it  is still th e  m o st fash ionable  street 
in th e  city, w ith  fam ous d ep a rtm en t stores, like L o rd  & T ay lo r a n d  Sacks 
F if th  A venue a n d  w onderfu l jew elry shops, like C a rtie r’s a n d  T iffany’s.

Soaring  1,250 feet above F ifth  A venue in  m id -tow n  M an h a ttan , the 
E m pire  S ta te  B uilding is th e  w o rld ’s 
quin tessen tia l skyscraper, a ffo rd ing  o n  a  c lear 
day , a  view o f  fifty  m iles fro m  th e  102nd floo r 
o bserva tion  deck.

D u rin g  th e  p eak  o f  its co nstruc tion , the 
bu ild ing  p roceeded  a t  a  reco rd  pace o f  four- 
an d -a -h a lf  sto ries per week. I t  to o k  only  tw o 
years to  bu ild , b u t due to  th e  depression  - m ore 
th a n  a  dozen  y ears passed  before  all its  office 
space w as occupied. T he "E m p ty  State  
B uild ing", as N ew  Y orkers  h a d  com e to  call it, 
a lready  h a d  a  s to ried  h istory . I t  is frequently  
s truck  by  ligh tn ing , a n d  in 1945 an  A rm y  B-25 
a irc ra ft crashed  in to  th e  79 th  floor, k illing 14 
a n d  causing  $1 - m illion  dam age.

S ta tu e  o f  L iberty , she stands a lone o n  an  
is land  less th a n  tw o m iles from  th e  sou thern  tip  
o f  M an h a ttan . L ady  L iberty , facing  o u t to  
sea w ith  N ew  Jersey  a t  h e r  back , ho lds a 
go lden  to rc h  a lo ft w elcom ing ships to  the 
friendly  shores o f  A m erica. Indeed , for 
decades, sh ip loads o f  im m igrants fro m  all over 
th e  w orld  passed  before  her gaze m om ents 
before  land ing  a t  Ellis Is land  a n d  en tering  th e ir  ado p ted  coun try . The 
S ta tu e  o f  L iberty  was a  gift from  th e  peop le  o f  F ran ce  in 1886 to 
com m em ora te  a n  alliance th a t dates b ack  to  th e  A m erican  R evolu tion .

N ew  Y o rk  is a n  in te rn a tio n a l city, a n d  its re s tau ran ts  a re  in ternational, 
to o . Y o u  can  spend  a  fo rtu n e  o r  a  few  dollars. Y o u  can  e a t food  from  
L eb an o n , Jap an , M exico a n d  Sicily a n d  m any  o th e r places. N ew  Y o rk  is 
th e  p lace to  try  som eth ing  new. I t  m ay  be  a n  experience you  will never 
forget.

B roadw ay, o f  course, is th e  s tree t w here you  will find  N ew  Y ork 's 
best-know n  thea tres , B u t aw ay fro m  th e  b righ t lights a n d  elegant c lothes o f
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B ro ad w ay  a re  m an y  sm aller theatres. T h e ir p lays a re  called  "off-B roadw ay" 
a n d  a re  o ften  m o re  u n u su a l th a n  th e  B roadw ay  shows.

A s w ell a s  m an y  th ea tre s  N ew  Y o rk  h as  a  fam ous o p e ra  house, the 
M e tro p o litan , w here  in te rn a tio n a l s ta rs  sing  fro m  Septem ber u n til A pril. 
C a m a g ie  H all is th e  city 's m o s t p o p u la r  concert hall.

B u t n ig h t life in  N ew  Y o rk  offers m o re  th a n  classical m usic  and  
th ea tre . T h ere  a re  h u n d red s  o f  n igh tclubs w here peop le  go  to  e a t and  
d ance. O ne  o f  th e  b est o f  these is th e  C o p acab an a  o n  E ast 60 th  Street. Jazz, 
A m erica 's g rea t gift to  th e  w o rld  o f  m usic, is still very  p o p u la r  in  N ew  Y ork , 
a n d  th e re  a re  m an y  sm all ja z z  c lu b s . Som e o f  th e  m usicians a re  w ell-know n, 
a n d  m an y  a re  n o t, b u t th e ir  m usic  b rin g s w ith  it a  v ery  special a tm osphere .

W h a t m ay  be th e  w o rld ’s m o st im p o rta n t m ee ting  place, T h e  U n ited  
N a tio n s , is situ a ted  o n  18 acres o f  E ast R iver w a te rfro n t betw een  42nd and  
48 th  S treets a n d  1st A venue. T his v a s t w ork ing  m o n u m en t to  w orld  peace 
a n d  in te rn a tio n a ls  d ip lom acy  is one o f  th e  th ree  m ost-v isited  a ttrac tio n s  in 
N ew  Y o rk , a fte r th e  S ta tu e  o f  L iberty  a n d  C en tra l P a rk . E ach  year n early  a  
m illion  to u r is ts  shuffle th ro u g h  U n ited  N a tio n s  p laza  and  gardens. G u ided  
to u rs  a re  o ffe red  in  th irty  languages, a n d  v isito rs can  ru b  shou lders w ith 
d ip lo m a ts  in  th e  U N  D elega tes’ D in in g  R oom .

S an  F ranc isco  in  C alifo rn ia  
is a  special place, very  differen t 
fro m  m o st A m erican  cities. I t  
lies o n  a  sm all finger o f  land  
w ith  th e  Pacific O cean  o n  one 
side a n d  a  h uge h a rb o u r  on  the 
o ther. T h e  fam ous G o lden  
G a te  Bridge crosses over the  
m o u th  o f  th e  h arb o u r . I f  you  
live in  S an  F rancisco , you  get 
p len ty  o f  exercise, because it's a 
c ity  o f  hills. P erhaps th a t's  w hy 
the fam ous cab lecars are  so 
p o p u la r. A n d  o f  course , the  
views fro m  th e  hills are  
spectacular.

S an  F rancisco 's p o p u la tio n  
is on ly  a b o u t 700,000, b u t it is 
th e  b iggest business cen te r in 
th e  w est o f  th e  U SA . I t  is also 
A m erica 's m o st in te rn a tio n a l 
c ity , w ith  new spapers in  th irty  
d ifferen t languages.
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T he city  is know n  as ’’the Paris o f  the  W est", "B aghdad  by th e  Bay" 
a n d  "G atew ay  to  th e  Orient".

T h ere  a re  a t  least th ree  sm all cities in  San  Francisco : "L ittle  Italy", 
w ith  its pizzerias a n d  re stau ran ts , "C hinatow n", w ith  w onderfu l shops and  
exciting fo o d  a n d  "Jap an to w n ", w ith  its  $15 m illion Ja p a n  C enter. A nd  
everyw here y o u  go, you  will see b o a ts  o u t on  th e  sea, smell fresh  fish and  
sa lt and  feel th e  sea w ind  on  y our face.

M ost peop le  en joy  th e  c lim ate in  San F rancisco . It 's  never to o  h o t and  
never really  co ld . T he sea w inds a re  healthy  a n d  they  m ake you  hungry. 
A n d  it’s goo d  to  be hu n g ry  in  San F rancisco , because the food  is fabulous, 
w ith m ore th a n  2,600 re stau ran ts  serving food  f ro m  ail o ver th e  w orld.

N ew  Y o rk  is a  place to  have  fun. San  F rancisco  is g reat fo r a  holiday, 
b u t W ash ing ton , D .C . is w onderfu l for tou ris ts , because there  are  so m any 
fam ous and  h is to rica l p laces to  see.

1 n  |—11—1 r? I—I b ’G  Q □  Г~1 pv»rk U u i_i g—  -  — -  I -------------
i 5 5  °  ^  n r - |  n p  0 Q!010 D °  п&Щ'0141=  <=7,

и  - o p o u a a ;  
i D G c S q g g g o c z n
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I n a u b ^ l H O i
laLGallefr^ О П Р  C A j n

T he b est kno w n  build ing  is th e  W hite  H ouse, hom e o f  A m erican 
P residents since 1800. T h e  P resident w orks here , in  the  "Oval Office", b u t 
th e  W hite  H ouse  is also  a  fam ily ho m e^T h e  wife o f  Jo h n  A dam s, th e  first 
P residen t to  live here , used  to  d ry  h e r  w et c lothes in th e  E ast R oam ,
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P residen t T ru m an  h a d  a  p ian o  nex t to  his desk  and  P residen t K ennedy 's

N ex t o n  the tou ris t's  
list is the C ap ito l . T h e  535 
m em bers o f  C ongress 
m eet here to  discuss the 
n a tio n 's  business. I t  is easy 
to  get lo st in  th is  huge 
build ing , full o f  pain tings 
a n d  sta tues.

F ro m  th e  C ap ito l 
th ere  is a  m agn ificen t view 
dow n th e  grassy  M all, and  
across a  po o l o f  w a te r to  
th e  L inco ln  M em orial.

T he L inco ln  M em o ria l is set h igh  o n  a n  artific ia l p la teau  a t  the end  o f 
th e  M all. I t  is a  b ig  tem ple in  G reek  style w ith  36 m arb le  co lum ns to  
rep resen t th e  sta tes in  th e  un io n  a t L inco ln ’s death .

T he W ash in g to n  P '  ; ;
M o n u m en t. F ro m  miles 
a ro u n d  can  be  seen th is 
ta ll s tru c tu re  on  th e  hill 
b eh in d  th e  W hite  H ouse.
T h e  M o n u m en t is 500 feet 
(a b o u t 152 m .) h igh  a n d  
fro m  th is  level the  w hole 
p a n o ra m a  o f  th e  D istric t 
o f  C o lu m b ia  a n d  even 
p a r ts  o f  M ary lan d  and  
V irg in ia  can  be  seen. Its 
sh ap e  is th a t  o f  an  obelisk, a w hite  m arb le  sh a ft w ith  an  a lum inum  tip. 
(H ence  its  n icknam e - th e  ‘’Penc il” .)

T he S m ithson ian  In stitu te . I t  is a lm o st everything: scientific institu tes, 
a r t  galleries, zoos all th e  resu lt o f  a  capric ious gift from  an  Englishm an 
w ho  never saw  A m erica  in  his life - a  m an  n am ed  Jam es Sm ithson  w ho died 
in 1829 a n d  left all his fo r tu n e  (h a lf  a  m illion  dollars - a  very iarge sum  in 
those  days) to  th e  U n ited  S ta tes  to  fo u n d  ‘’an  in stitu tio n  fo r th e  increase and  
d iffu sion  o f  know ledge am ong  m en ” .

M o st peop le  know  a b o u t th e  governm en t bu ild ings o f  W ash ing ton , 
D C , b u t th ere  a re  a lso  som e im p o rta n t m useum s. Y o u  can  see all k in d s o f 
th ings: spacesh ips, th e  dresses o f  P residents ' wives, th e  o rig inal D ec la ra tion
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o f  Independence , th e  largest b lue d iam ond  in  th e  w o rld  a n d  th e  biggest 
e lep h an t o n  reco rd  (stuffed, o f  course!).

A m erica  is som etim es called th e  "N ew  W orld", a n d  i t  is easy  to  fo rge t 
th a t  it has m an y  o ld (and  a  few  very o ld) h is to ric  bu ild ings and  
m onum en ts.

A m ericans a re  interested  in  the ir h istory  a n d  lo o k  a f te r  o ld bu ild ings 
carefu lly . V isito rs to  th e  S tates a re  som etim es surprised  to  fin d  how  m any  
seventeenth- a n d  eigh teenth-century  houses and  churches s till s tand .

O ne  o f  th e  m o st fam ous o ld  tow ns is W illiam sburg  in  V irg in ia  w hich 
da tes  fro m  1632. Sixty years ago , m illionaire  Jo h n  D . R ockefeller repaired  
th e  bu ild ings a n d  tu rn e d  th e  tow n  in to  a  living m useum  show ing  A m erican  
life in  th e  e ig h teen th  cen tury . T he b e a u tifu l houses a re  fu ll o f  fine o ld 
fu rn itu re , a n d  th e  peop le  o f  W illiam sburg  even w ear eigh teenth-century- 
style clothes.

A m ericans have  a  stro n g  in te rest in  E u ro p ean  h istory , too . Some 
people  b u y  an tiq u e  E u ro p ean  fu rn itu re  a n d  pain tings fo r th e ir  hom es. But 
o ne  m an  h a d  even b igger ideas. H e  b o u g h t th e  o ld  L o n d o n  B ridge, and  
to o k  it  sto n e  b y  sto n e  fro m  the R iver T ham es in  L ondon  to  th e  desert near 
L ak e  H av asu  C ity  in  A rizona . T h ere  i t  still stands, beside an  "English 
V illage", a  b ridge  betw een  th e  o ld  w o rld  a n d  th e  new.

Vocabulary: 

5 -th  A venue

B roadw ay

bo ro u g h

M a n h a tta n

Brooklyn  

he B ronx  

Queens 

R ichm ond  

W orld  T ra d e  C en tre

5-я А вен ю  одна из самых
ф еш енебельны х улиц Н ью -Й о р ка  на 
М анхэттэне.

пр актич ески  главн ая улица на
М ан хэттэн е  идущ ая по  всей его  длине с 
Ю га  н а  Север, н а  ней располож ены  все 
ведущ ие театры  Н ью -Й о р к а  (около  12 
м иль  в  д л и н у ).

го р о д ско й  р ай он  - здесь: один  и з  пяти 
р ай о н о в  Н ью -Й о р ка

- н азвание „острова и ц ентрального  
р ай о н а  Н ью -Й о р ка

Б руклин  ( р ай он  Н ь ю -Й о р к а )

Б рон кс  ( р ай он  Н ь ю -Й о р к а )

К уинс ( р ай о н  Н ью -Й о р к а  )

Ри чм он д  ( р ай о н  Н ь ю -Й о р к а )

- «Ц ен тр  м и ров ой  то р го в л и »  вы со
чайш ие в Н ью -Й орке  небоскребы , в 
ко то р ы х  разм ещ аю тся к о н то р ы  более 
400 ф ирм  и  правительственны х 
орган и зац и й  50 стран
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«traffic  jam »  

subw ay

E m pire  S ta te  B uilding

S ta tu e  o f  L iberty  

C am ag ie  H all

T he U n ite d  N a tio n s 

ha rb o u r

G o lden  G a te  Bridge

D istric t o f  C o lu m b ia  
(D .C .)

W hite  H ouse 

O val Office

T h e  C ap ito l

L inco ln  M em oria l

W ash in g to n  M o n u m en t

T h e  Sm ithson ian
In stitu te

Q u estions:

1. W h a t places o f  in te re st in  N Y  d o  you  k now  ?
2. W h a t is th e  n am e o f  th e  m ain  b o ro u g h  o f  N Y  ?
3. W hich  sigh t o f  N Y  w o u ld  you  like to  v isit first ?
4. W h a t is San F ranc isco  fam ous fo r ?
5. W here  is th e  cap ita l o f  th e  U S  s itua ted  ?
6. C o m m en t o n  th e  m ain  sigh ts o f  W ash ing ton .
7. C an  y o u  nam e a n y  A m erican  presiden ts ?
8. W here w ou ld  you  p re fe r to  live if  you  cou ld  choose betw een 
A m erican  cities ?

- «п робка»  в  уличн ом  движ ении

- сабуэй  - н азван и е  м етро  в  Н ью -Й орке

- один  и з  сам ы х вы соки х  н ебоскребов 
Н ью - И о р к а  со см о тр о в о й  площ адк ой  
д л я  тури стов

- С тат у я  С в о бо д ы  в  Н ью -Й орке

- «К арн еги -Х олл»  - кон ц ертн ы й  з ал , один 
и з  с ам ы х  б ольш их и  п рести ж ны х в м ире

- О р ган и зац и я  О бъединен ны х Н ац и й

- зали в

- м ост «Золоты е во р о та»  - один  и з  сам ы х 
д линны х  и  вы соки х  (75м) в мире. С  него  
о ткры вается  сам ы й  к раси вы й  в и д  н а  С ан- 
Ф ранци ско.

- (ф ед ер ал ьн ы й ) округ К олум би я

- р ези ден ция п резидента С Ш А

- « овальн ы й  каби нет»  (рабочи й  каби нет 
президента  С Ш А  )

К ап и т о л и й  (здани е К онгресса С Ш А )

- пам ятн и к  Л ин кольн у

- обелиск  в  честь В аш ин гтона

- С м итсон овский  и нститут ( ком плекс 
научн ы х  учреж дений и  м у з ее в )
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Cfiapter 5. OilE Ц Ш Ш  - TOO NATION

The U nited States' flag is called the "Stars and Stripes". It has thirteen red 
and white stripes and fifty white stars on a blue square. One star is for each state 
of the U nited States now, and the stripes are for the first thirteen states o f the 
union.

In the eighteenth century, Am erica was a land o f many flags. There were, 
fo r exam ple, the ship of New Hampshire, the tree o f M assachusetts and the 
anchor o f R hode Island. The Stars and Stripes first becam e the national flag after 
the D eclaration of Independence, in 1776.

Am ericans enjoy their flag. They use the stars and stripes as a popular 
design on shirts, shoes, hats anywhere in fact. It is typical o f American 
informality and their love o f bright, cheerful colours.

But Am ericans are patriotic, too. M any of them think that Am erica is the 
best, the first and the greatest nation in the world, and that their flag is the flag 
o f freedom .1, T he Stars and Stripes stands b y  the President's desk. The flag hangs 
in every classroom  in America, and in many schools every day children salute it 
before the school day begins. And on July 4th, Independence Day, Stars and 
Stripes are everywhere: on the streets, on houses and in the big parades.

Britain's flag is called the "Union Jack". It is really three flags on top of 
each other: the red cross on w hite o f St G eorge for England, the white "X" on 
blue o f St Andrew for Scotland and the red "X" on white o f St Patrick for 
Ireland.

Like Americans British people have fun with their flag. They put it on 
biscuit tins, party hats and plastic bags. But unlike Americans, m ost British 
people do not like to talk about or show patriotic feelings.f They feel too 
embarrassed. You will see the Union Jack on top o f governm ent offices in 
London, but you will not often find it in shops, in offices or in people's homes.

Every now  and then, British people forget to be embarrassed. This usually 
happens on a royal occasion, like a wedding or an anniversary. Then they all 
bring out their Union Jacks, have picnics and fireworks, sleep out a l l  night in 
the open to watch the soldiers and the royal family go past and even talk to 
strangers !

On really special occasions, some people arrange "street parties" They 
close the street so that cars cannot get through, and put up tables and chairs. 
People from the houses all around put out flags and bring food for everyone to 
share. There are gam es and races for the children, and in the evening everyone 
dances in the m iddle o f the street w here they live. It doesn't happen very often 
perhaps only once in ten or twenty years but it's an occasion that everyone 
remembers.

28



M any young Americans do not live with their fam ilies, but in apartment 
blocks or residential areas where everyone is more or less o f the same age.

Young people often m ove away from  home w hen they leave school (if they 
can afford it) into shared apartm ents or small, one-room  "studio" apartments. 
They do their own cooking and cleaning, and go to the family hom e perhaps for 
the weekend.

Young m arried couples may m ove to new suburbs where m ost people have 
young families. In the country, some even build their houses themselves.

If  a fam ily's income 
goes up, they often move 
to another suburb, where 
the houses are bigger, 
with two or even three 
garages, a swimming pool, 
a gam es room  for the 
children and everything a 
family could want.

Old people often do 
not live with their grown
up children. M any live in 
old people’s homes.
Some live in special towns, built for old people, where there are no young 
children and the atm osphere is quiet.

Am ericans are always on the m ove, and some families change their homes 
every few years. Every year, 20%  o f  Am ericans move house, M r and Mrs 
Schultz could start life in an apartm ent in New York, go on to a white painted 
wooden hom e in New England w ith small windows to keep out the cold in 
winter, and end their life in a sunny house in California where oranges grow in 
the garden and big w indows give a wonderful view o f the swimming pool and 
the sea. B ritish homes are usually sm aller than American homes, but, like 
A mericans, o ld  people, young fam ilies and unmarried people do not usually live 
together.
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M any British people love old 
houses, and these are often more
expensive than m odem  ones. They also 
love gardening, and you w ill see gardens 
everywhere you go: in towns, villages 
and out in the countryj Some are very 
small, w ith ju st one tree and a few 
flowers. Others are enormous, with
plenty o f flowers and enough vegetables 
and fruit trees to  feed a family.

There are 22 m illion homes in 
Britain big homes and small homes, old 
cottages and new high- rise buildings, 
houses and flats. (Americans say
"apartment", but British people say 
"flat” .)

Two thirds o f the families in Britain 
own their own homes. Millions o f these 
"owner-occupied" houses are the same, 
with two or three bedrooms and a

bathroom  upstairs, a sitting room, dining room and kitchen downstairs and a 
small garden at the back and front o f the house. To pay for their house, home
owners borrow money from a "building society" and pay back a little every
month.

O ne quarter o f British people live in rented state-owned homes, called 
"council houses". M any o f  these are flats, but some are houses, each w ith a 
small p iece o f garden. O ther people rent their homes from  private owners.

There are a  great m any different kinds of hom es in Britain, but there are not 
enough. It is often very difficult for young people to find a home when they 
want to start a  family.

British and American families are small. In fact the populations of both 
Britain and the USA have nearly stopped growing.

In the old days, a "typical" family had a father, a mother and two or three 
children, with grandparents living near. M ost children still live in this kind of 
family, but in both countries there is a growing number o f "single parent 
fam ilies", with only one parent.

Som e parents are single because they are divorced, but many other young 
parents do not get married at all.

The typical British fam ily has a car, a colour TV set, a washing machine 
and a cat o r dog as well. They start the day at about 7 o'clock, have breakfast at 
8 and are o ff to work by 8.30. M ore and more women now go out to work as
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w ell as men. The children have lunch at school at about 12.30 and com e hom e at 
4 in the afternoon. T heir parents are usually hom e by  6 o'clock, and the family 
eats together at 6.30 or 7. In the evenings, father m ay go to the pub for a drink 
o r stay at hom e and w atch TV  with the others. Young children go to bed  early, 
at about 8 o ’clock, tw o or three hours before their parents.

The typical American fam ily has m ore m oney than a B ritish family. Some 
have two or three cars, large m odem  kitchens and more electrical goods. They 
eat more m eat and spend more on clothes. But their daily program m e is nearly 
the same. Like B ritish children, A m erican children eat lunch a t school, come 
hom e m id-afternoon and go to  bed earlier than their parents.

In the USA, different states celebrate different holidays, but everyone 
rem em bers July 4th, "Independence Day". On this day, in 1776, Am erica signed 
the "Declaration o f Independence" and started the fight for freedom  from  
British m le. People go out into the streets on July 4th, dress up  and take part in 
parades. In the evening there are always parties and fireworks.

The second big Am erican festival is Thanksgiving Day. O n the fourth 
Thursday in Novem ber, A m erican fam ilies m eet for a special dinner, usually 
w ith turkey and  pum pkin pie. They give thanks to God for the past year, and 
rem em ber the first harvest o f  the first European Americans in 1621.

C hildren always have fun at Halloween on O ctober 31. They dress up as 
ghosts and witches. They cut up a  pum pkin to  look like a frightening face and 
put a  light inside. They go  from  house to house and say "Trick or Treat?" If  they 
get a "Treat" (som ething nice, like sweets or an apple), they go away happy. But 
if  they don't, they play a "Trick" They m ight put soap on the windows, or 
throw  rubbish into the garden.

There are tw o days in the year when both the Americans and British 
rem em ber special people.

February 14th is St V alentine's Day. People in love send ’’Valentines" to 
each other, special cards w ith hearts, flowers and loving words. On "Mother's 
D ay”, people buy cards, flowers and chocolates for their mothers.

There are few er public holidays in Britain than ill most countries. There is 
C hristm as D ay, o f course, and "Boxing Day" (the day after Christmas), New 
Y ear’s Day, the M onday after Easter, and three more M ondays, two in M ay and 
one in August.

Public holidays in Britain are called "bank holidays", because the banks as 
w ell as m ost shops and offices are closed.

There is no national day in Britain, but there's one festival that everyone 
celebrates -  Christmas. ;The fun starts the night before, on Christmas Eve, when 
children hang stockings at the ends o f their beds for Father Christmas to fill 
w ith toys. Christm as Day is a fam ily day. Grandparents, aunts, uncles and
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cousins all m eet for the b ig Christmas dinner o f turkey and plum  pudding, 
and everyone gives and receives presents.

In Scotland, N ew  Year's Eve is the b iggest festival o f the year. The dancing 
goes on all night, and too m any people drink too much whisky!

One special B ritish festival takes place on Novem ber 5th. On that day, in 
1605, Guy Fawkes tried to blow up the Houses o f Parliament. H e did not 
succeed, but the children o f Britain never forget him. Every year, on "Guy 
Fawkes night", they m ake "guys" to bum  on bonfires, and let o ff fireworks.

There are smaller, 
local festivals all through 
the year. In the spring, 
village children dance 
round the Maypole. In the 
autumn, people take 
vegetables and fruit to 
church for the Harvest 
Festival, and once a year 
the L ord M ayor o f London 
puts on a show and rides 
through the streets in his 
golden coach.

V ocabu lary:

«Stars and Stripes» - «Звезды и  полосы» - ( Американский флаг)

«Union Jack» - флаг Великобритании

Apartment blocks - кварталы многоквартирных домов

residential area - ( феш енебельные ) ж илые кварталы

building society строительное общество (финансово
кредитное учреждение, представляющее 
индивидуальные долгосрочные ссуды для 
строительства или покупки домов и квартир за 
счет средств, привлекаемых в виде
краткосрочных вкладов британцев)
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council houses муниципальные дом а (являются 
собственностью местных органов власти в 
Британии)

to  rent

Thanksgiving Day 

turkey and pum pkin p ie 

Halloween 

ghosts and witches 

«Trick o r Treat»

Boxing Day

Christmas

Easter

bank holiday 

Eve

Guy Faw kes night

M aypole

H arvest Festival 

Lord M ayor o f  London 

Q uestions :

- арендовать, брать внаем (to ~  smith from)

- День благодарения

- индейка и ты квенны й пирог

- канун дня всех святых, 31 октября

- привидения и  ведьмы

- игра «Кош елек или жизнь» (либо угощаешь, 
либо - проделка)

день подарков для слуг (2-ой день рождества)

- Рождество

- П асха

неприсутственный день в Великобритании, 
больш ой праздник

годовщ ина «порохового заговора, когда 5-го 
ноября сжигается чучело Гая Ф окса

- майское дерево (столб украш енный цветами 
и  лентами)

- п раздник урожая

- лорд-мэр Лондона

1. C om m ent on the U S and G reat B ritain flags, are they quite different?
2.Com pare American &  B ritish way o f life, is there much in common?
3. Do A m erican and Britain holidays differ much ? If  so, why?
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Q a p t t r  1 . EDUCATION

Am erica has had a great respect for education from  its earliest times. 
Education is now the m ost im portant factor in determining a person’s social role 
and econom ic prospects.

The social education o f young children tries to m ake them  accept the need 
for hum an beings in a society to work together for their com m on good in all 
sorts o f ways. The emphasis is on cooperation rather then competition 
throughout m ost o f this process. This m ay seem curious, in view of the general 
idea that A m erican society is highly competitive, but the need fo r m aking people 
sociable in this sense has come to be regarded as one of the main functions of 
education.

In Am erica, all children from  six to sixteen go to school. They spend six 
years in "elem entary1' school and four o r six years in "secondary" or "high" 
school. School education is free.

At the end o f every school year, the child takes a test. I f  he does well, he 
goes into the next class ("grade "). I f  he doesn't do well, he has to  repeat the 
grade.

Some schools have m odem  teaching equipment, like computers and closed 
circuit television, but there are also small country schools, with ju st one 
classroom.

A t the end o f their tim e at school, m ost students get a h igh school diploma. 
If  they want to go on to  college, they take college admission tests. Nearly h alf o f 
all Am ericans go on to college (a place o f higher education) when they leave 
school. Some colleges are small, with only a few hundred students, but some of 
the big state universities are huge, with up to 60,000 students. There are more 
than 2,600 universities in the USA, and nearly all colleges have both m en and 
women students.

You can study many interesting subjects at college, in short o r long 
courses, but if  you w ant to get a degree, you have to study for at least four years. 
Classes usually start in Septem ber and go on to early tune with a break in the 
middle.

In Britain, all children from five to sixteen go to school. They spend six 
years in "primary" school, and then go on to "secondary" school.

In Britain (as in the USA) there are "state" schools, which are free, and 
private schools for w hich parents pay} M any British private schools are 
"boarding" schools. The children stay at school all the time, and only come home 
in the holidays. They usually wear uniforms.

Teaching in both countries is usually quite informal. Students often work 
together in groups, and go to the teacher only when they need help.

In Britain, you can get a degree in a university, in a "polytechnic", o r in 
some of the many colleges o f further education. There are 42  universities in

34



Britain. There are also m any colleges in Britain that teach English as a foreign 
language. Some have short courses (a few  weeks or months), and some have 
one- or tw o-year courses.

U niversity classes start in O ctober and go on  until m id-June w ith two 
breaks, one at Christm as and one at Easter. M ost degrees take three years, but 
some take four.

The college system at Oxford and .Cambridge

The college system  at 
O xford and Cam bridge is 
unlike chat o f any other 
university, w hether in Britain 
or America. In order to enter 
the university, a student must 
first apply to a college and 
becom e a m em ber o f  the 
university through the 
college. The colleges are not 
connected with any particular 
study and are governed by 
twenty to thirty ‘'F e llow s" . 
Fellows o f a college are 
‘’tu tors" (teachers, often 
called dons). They teach their 
own subject to those students 
in the college who are 
studying it, and they are 
responsible for their progress. 

The university is like a 
federation of colleges. The university arranges the courses, the lectures, and the 
exam inations, and awards the degrees. M ost dons give one or two lectures a 
w eek w hich students from  any college may attend. N o lectures are compulsory 
and tutors usually advise their students which lectures they should go to.

Each college has its own com pletely separate living quarters, its own dining 
hall and its own chapel. Cam bridge and O xford both have two w om en’s 
colleges. Today m ost o f the colleges are co-educational.

The University o f London could also be called a kind o f federation o f 
colleges, but the system is entirely different. The largest o f the London colleges 
are like universities in them selves, having m any different faculties and
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departm ents. Others specialize in certain subjects, for example the London 
School o f Economics and Political Science or the Imperial College o f Science 
and Technology. A ll arrange their own lectures and classes, bu t the university 
organizes the exam inations and awards degrees. A t m ost universities an honours 
degree is taken in one m ain subject and one subsidiary, or secondary, subject. A 
general degree is taken in a variety o f subjects, bu t carries less w eight then an 
honours degree. If  students pass their final exam, they get a  degree marked first, 
second or third class. Some universities divide their second class into 2(1) or 
2(2). O xford offers a fourth class. Few  students get first class degrees, so these 
are a valuable qualification for a  job. Students with any class o f degree becom e 
Bachelors o f Arts o r Science, and can put B.A. or B.Sc. after their name. I f  they 
want to go a step further and becom e M aster o f Arts o r Science, they have to 
write an original paper, o r thesis subject. Oxford and Cambridge graduates have 
a rather unfair privilege. They can buy their M.A.S and M .Sc.s for a small 
sum o f money. A ll they have to do is w ait for a few  years before applying! If 
students wish to becom e academics and perhaps teach in a university, then they 
will w ork for a higher degree, a Doctor o f Philosophy a Ph.D. For this they 
will have to carry out some im portant research work.

University term s are:
O ctober - Decem ber; January - March; April - June.
Total: thirty weeks.

V ocabu lary: 

cooperation - сотрудничество

com petition - соревнование

may seem curious - м ожет показаться странным

to be highly com petitive

elem entary school 
secondary or high school

- весьма соревновательно

- начальная ш кола (  СШ А )
- средняя школа

primary school общ ая начальная ш кола ( 5-11 лет в
Англии ), вклю чает infants school ( для 
малыш ей ) jun ior school (н ач ал ьн ая )
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free

to apply to

fellow  ( tu tor o r don )

living quarters 

honours degree

general degree 

Bachelor o f  Arts

Bachelor o f  Science

M aster o f  Arts 

M aster o f Science

Doctor o f Philosophy

Doctor of Science

- бесплатный

- обратиться с просьбой о приеме

член совета колледжа, руководитель 
группы студентов, наставник ( в 
колледжах Оксфордского и
Кембриджского университетах ), научный 
сотрудник

жилой квартал для студентов и 
преподавателей

степень бакалавра ( присуждается после 
сдачи вы пускных экзаменов по 
усложненной программе в университете ) с 
отличием

- степень бакалавра без отличия

бакалавр искусств (  по одной из 
гуманитарных или математических наук в 
университетах)

бакалавр наук ( в Оксфордовском 
университете, эта степень выше степени 
бакалавра), 1-ая ученая степень

- магистр искусств, 2-ая ученая степень

- магистр естественных наук, 2-ая ученая 
степень

доктор философии, низш ая ученая степень 
доктора

- высшая ученая степень доктора
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Q uestions

1. How  does the system o f education in Am erica w ork ?
2. W hat famous American Universities do you know ?
3. W hat’s your opinion o f British system of education ?
4. How old are Oxford and Cam bridge universities ?
5. How  many universities are there in Britain ?
6. Com m ent on the college system  at Oxford and Cambridge.
7. Com pare B ritish system o f taking a degree with ours.
8. W ould you like to study in the USA or G reat Britain ?

C hapter 5. THE G O V E M H E B K  OF THE Q .R . a M  t i e  O i l .

The British m ethod o f governm ent has developed very slowly over 
hundreds o f years. This is perhaps why it can be rather difficult to understand. 
F or exam ple, the Q ueen is the head o f state, but she has no real power.

Parliam ent is the real government o f  Britain. It has tw o "Houses", the 
H ouse o f Lords, and the House o f Commons. The "Lords' are members of 
the o ld aristocracy, bishops, lawyers and retired politicians. They have little 
power now, but they can suggest new laws and change or delay laws that the 
H ouse o f Commons wants to pass.



The H ouse o f Com m ons makes laws, agrees on policy and decides what 
taxes the people m ust pay. The British people choose the 650 members o f  the 
House o f C om m ons every five years. In each area there are usually two or three 
m ain political "parties" to choose from. The party which gets m ost m em bers into 
parliam ent makes the new  government.

The Prim e M inister is the leader o f the winning party, Only party members 
(not the w hole British people) choose their leader. The Prime M inister chooses 
the m em bers o f the Cabinet, who are called ministers. Each ministers has a 
special job  to do, fo r example education or health o r transport.

W ashington, L incoln, Eisenhower, Kennedy - some o f the great nam es of 
American history, the nam es o f her Presidents.

These days, the A m erican President is one o f the m ost powerful m an in the 
world. He can m ake war, o r peace. H e can touch the lives o f m illions in many 
different countries. But the President cannot do ju st w hat he wants. The 
Congress must agree first.

In some ways, the United States is like fifty small countries and not one 
large one. Every state has its own governor, its own police and its own laws, For 
example, in some states you can buy an alcoholic drink when you are 18. In 
others, you m ust w ait until you are 21.

The government, o f the w hole country (the "federal" governm ent) works 
from  W ashington, D.C., the capital city. This is where Congress is based. 
Congress has two parts: the Senate and the House o f Representatives, There are 
100 members o f the Senate (senators), tw o from  each state. The President cannot 
act w ithout the Senate’s agreement. The House o f Representatives has 435 
m embers. Like the senators, they can m ake new laws.

A m ericans choose a new  President every four years. The election is a 
great occasion. It is a serious business, o f course, but the Americans m ake sure 
that it is fun, too. In Am erica, the President is the head o f state. He makes the 
m ost im portant decisions and chooses the members o f his cabinet who will help 
him  to govern the country.
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The President also represents the United States on official occasions. He 
receives ambassadors from  other countries, gives parties for im portant visitors 
from  abroad and takes the first place in  any national ceremony.

Am ericans are always interested in the President's wife and children the 
"first lady" and the "first family". They expect their Presidents to have a good 
fam ily life and to  be an example to the country.

In Britain, the Q ueen is the head o f state. She represents Britain (and 
the Com m onwealth). She travels about the UK, meeting people, visiting 
schools and hospitals and going to im portant local events.

British people enjoy their "royals". They like reading about them  in 
newspapers and seeing them  on TV. To some they are like filmstars, interesting 
ju s t because they are rich and famous. O ther people feel that the Queen is a 
symbol o f B ritain's long history and national traditions.

V ocabu lary:

the House o f Lords - палата лордов ( верхняя )

the House o f Commons - палата общин ( н и ж н яя)

governor - губернатор ( ш т ата )

the Senate, the House o f Сенат, Палата представителей (2 палаты 
Representatives Конгресса, верхняя и  нижняя)

am bassador - посол ( иностранных государств )

British Commonwealth o f - Британское содружество Наций 
Nations

Q uestions :

1. W hich people have the more powerful head of state ?
2. W hich «house» possesses more power :

•in  the USA ?
•in  the U K ?
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Chapte r S . T H E  M US IC  SC E N E

It w as the 1920s in New Orleans, and sad, beautiful music filled the streets 
and cafes. The singers w ere black, and m ost o f them  w ere poor. They sang 
about their lives, their loves and the tough world they lived in. T heir music - 
jazz, ragtim e and blues ("I've go t the blues" means "I'm  unhappy") soon 
travelled to E urope and all over the world.

It w as the 1950s in M emphis, Tennessee, and Elvis Presley was the king of 
rock 'n ' roll. The new sound travelled to  Britain as well. Teenagers disagreed 
with their parents, wore their tight blue jeans and danced to their rock 'n ' roll 
records. The days o f the pop star and the huge pop concert w ere here. The fans 
rushed to hear their favourite music, screamed, fainted and cam e back for more. 
Pop music w as now the world o f young people everywhere, moving fast, 
always changing.

It was the 1960s in Liverpool, England, and four young men were 
making a new  sound. They called themselves the Beatles, and their music 
quickly travelled to A m erica and all over the world. For the first time, 
British pop m usic was im portant abroad.

Before The Beatles, B ritish pop music was based on rock V  roll exported 
from the U SA b y  singers like Elvis Presley.

Then in the early 1960s the new  British sound was heard, very different 
from anything which had so fa r com e from  the American side o f the Atlantic. 
This was the Liverpool, o r M erseyside, " b e a t” . Situated on the R iver M ersey 
in the northwestern com er o f the industrial B lack Country, Liverpool was not a 
place which anyone visited for fun. Until the 1960s it was known only as one of 
Britain’s largest ports. Then, alm ost overnight, it becom e world famous as the 
birthplace o f the new pop culture.

In 1970 - 71 the partnership o f The Beatles broke up, but their influence 
continued, both in Britain and the USA. W hen John Lennon was murdered in 
New York, in D ecem ber 1980, he was mourned by millions o f people all over 
the world, not only because o f his fam e as a Beatle, but because he had dedicated 
this fam e to the cause o f peace.
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Many B ritish singers and 
musicians have been popular not 
just for the music and the words 
o f their songs bu t also because of 
the ideas and attitudes behind 
them. Singers like M ick Jagger 
o f the Rolling Stones, Rod 
Stewart, David Bowie, Elton John 
and Boy George have challenged 
previous standards o f "’good” 
and ‘’norm al”  behaviour.

It was 1969 in W oodstock, 
near New York. A  great pop 

festival attracted nearly half a m illion young music fans. M ost o f them  were 
hippies, who shocked the world with their beads, long hair, old jeans and their 
calls for peace and love. Rock music was loud and fast, but there was a gentler 
sound, too. The great folk singers, like Joan Baez and Bob Dylan, touched 
millions o f people w ith their protest songs. They sang about the war in 
Vietnam and about violence in the world.

It was the m id 1970s. Things change fast in pop music. Elvis was dead. 
The Beatles were no longer together. The gentle mood o f the '60s was gone, and 
in Britain punk music was in fashion. The punks wore green and pink hair, 
leather clothes, and tried to shock people with their violence. In the I 980s a new 
star was rising. A n older American tradition, country and western music, was 
becoming internationally known. This simpler music was more old-fashioned, 
bringing back memories o f a farming life away from the big cities One of 
country and western's big stars was Dolly Parton. With her blonde hair (a wig, 
actually), her glamorous clothes, but at the same time her strong ideas about 
fam ily life and morality, Dolly Parton was "as American as apple pie".

Now in the 1990s the big stars are bigger than ever. M adonna and Bruce 
Springsteen from  the USA, Sting and George Michael from Britain - they all 
have huge numbers o f fans.

A t the sam e tim e the music scene is changing, Young people all like 
different kinds o f m usic, and they're not afraid to say it. Some like disco music 
they can dance to. Some like loud, heavy rock music. Some like the popular 
black reggae sound. Some like South American rhythm. M any are going back to 
the good old days o f jazz. Fashions in music come and go, and the fashion now 
is to follow any fashion you like.
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V o ca b u la ry:

beads - бусы

he was mourned by - его оплакивали 

Q u es tio n s:

1. W hat kind o f m usic appeared in the 1920s in New Orleans ?
2. W hen did rock ’n ’ roll appear ?
3. W ho put Britain a t the front o f the pop revolution o f the 1960s ?
4. W hich great pop-m usic stars do you know ?
5. W ho is your favorite ?

Chan ter 10. " B O B B I E S "  A M )  R E C RE A T IO H

"Hobbies" are a great B ritish and American tradition. A  "hobby" is a 
special interest o r activity that you do in your tim e off.

Some people have anim als as hobbies. They keep rabbits, o r go fishing, 
They train  dogs to do tricks, or keep pigeons to race and carry m essages. Some 
are crazy about plants. They try  to grow cacti o r rare tropical flowers in their 
kitchens and sitting rooms.

Others are m ad about their car o r their motorbike. They spend their 
Saturdays and Sundays w ashing them, painting them or buying new b its and 
pieces to m ake them  go even faster.

Children and teenagers are great collectors. They collect stamps or 
postcards or m atchboxes or pictures o f a favourite footballer o r pop star.

M any people make things as a hobby. Some teach themselves at home, but 
a lot o f people go to evening classes at their local college. A  "hobby” is usually 
som ething that a person does alone. But American (and British) families 
som etim es like to  do things together, too. Some Am erican families have quite a 
lot o f m oney to spend on their recreation. They can all enjoy their holiday home 
or their b oat som ewhere in the country away from  home.

A m ericans love to get out o f town into the wild, and many go for holidays 
or long weekends into the thirty-five fabulous national parks. These m agnificent 
areas o f countryside include tropical forests, high mountains, dry deserts, long 
sandy coasts, grassy prairies and w ooded m ountains full o f wild animals. The 
idea o f these parks, w hich cover 1 % o f the whole area o f the USA, is to m ake "a
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great breathing place for the national lungs", and to keep different parts o f the 
land as they were before man arrived. There are camping places in the national 
parks as well as museums, boat trips and evening campfire meetings.

But Am ericans do not only spend their free tim e having fun. They are 
very interested in culture, too. Millions take part-time courses in writing, 
painting and music, and at the weekends the museums, art galleries and 
concert halls are full.

M ost British people take a two-week holiday in July or August, when the 
schools are closed, bu t shops, offices and factories do not usually close fo r the 
holidays. Som e people have a short holiday in the w inter o r spring as well. If 
they can afford it, they go abroad, to sunny Italy, Spain or Greece.

In the States, the school summer holidays are longer than in Britain (nearly 
three months in the States, six or seven weeks in Britain). R icher American 
fam ilies often go out o f town to the country for the hot summer months. Many 
fathers stay at w ork in the cities and visit their families at weekends.

W hen some people are on holiday, they like ju st sitting in the sun, but 
others w ant a bit more. "Special interest" holidays are very popular, and you 
can find a hundred interesting things to do in Britain and the USA for a week or 
two.

D o you like riding ? W hy not see the Grand Canyon in Arizona, USA, on 
horseback ? W hat about a w inter holiday ? There are hundreds o f ski resorts in 
the m ountains o f the USA: the Rockies, the Sierra Nevada and the 
Appalachians. You can ski in B ritain, too.

Perhaps you prefer to be less energetic ? Try a painting holiday or a 
m usical holiday or even a com puter holiday. Y ou get some hours o f teaching 
every day, m eet other people who share your special interest and have tim e to 
relax as well in a pleasant country hotel o r college campus.

V ocabu lary:

recreation - зд. отдых и развлечения

tim e off - свободное время

to be crazy ( mad ) about - быть помешанным на ....

cacti - множ. от cactus -  кактусы

to have fun - веселиться, приятно проводить время
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Q uestions

1. Can you give a definition o f a «hobby» ?
2. W hat variety o f «hobbies» do American and British people have ?
3. W hat kind o f recreation do Am erican people prefer ?
4. W here do the B ritish usually go for their holidays ?

C hapte r 11. ( Ш  M D  H A B IT S

If  you can speak English, you know  a lot o f English words. You can read, 
speak and understand. But there is another kind o f language you need to know - 
the language o f the body.

All over the world, people " ta lk "  with their hands, with their heads and 
with their eyes.

A m ericans are more informal than the British. They like to be friendly. 
They use first names, they ask questions and they talk easily about themselves. 
W hen they sit down, they like to relax in their chairs and m ake themselves 
comfortable.

British people are more reserved. They take more time to make friends. 
They like to know you before they ask you home.

W hen B ritish and American people m eet someone for the first time, they 
shake hands. They do not usually shake hands with people they know well. 
W om en sometimes kiss their w om en friends, and men kiss women friends ( on 
one cheek only ). W hen a man meets a man friend, he ju st smiles, and says 
"Hello". M en do not kiss each other, o r hold hands. Even fathers and sons do 
not often kiss each other. These days, m ost people in Britain and the USA do 
not w ear very formal clothes. But sometimes it is important to wear the right 
thing.

M any British people don't think about clothes very much. They just like to 
be comfortable. W hen they go out to enjoy themselves, they can w ear almost 
anything. A t theatres, cinem as and concerts you can put on what you like 
from  elegant suits and dresses to jeans and sweaters. Anything goes, as long as 
you lo o k  c lean and tidy.

But in B ritain, as well as the USA, men in offices usually wear suits and 
ties, and w om en wear dresses or skirts (not trousers). Doctors, lawyers and 
business people w ear quite formal clothes. And in some hotels and restaurants 
m en have to w ear ties and women w ear smart dresses. Jeans and open shirts 
are som etim es not allowed.
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In many ways, Americans are more relaxed than British people, but 
they are more careful with their c lo thesj A t home, o r on holiday, most 
Am ericans w ear informal or sporty clothes. But when they go out in  the 
evening, they like to look elegant. In good hotels and restaurants, m en have 
to w ear jackets and ties, and w omen w ear pretty clothes and sm art hairstyles.

It is difficult to  say exactly w hat people w ear in Britain and the 
States, because everyone is different. If  you are not sure what to wear, 
watch w hat other people do and then do the same. O r ask the advice o f a 
friend or your host. Y ou'll feel more relaxed if  you don't look too different 
from  everyone else.

In  B ritain and the U SA m ost people are careful about time.
I f  they w ant to see a friend o r meet a business colleague, they telephone 

first to m ake an appointment. A  lot o f  people don’t like surprises. They want to 
know w hen a  visitor is going to arrive.

H ave you arranged to m eet someone at 3 o 'clock ? It’s polite to arrive a few 
m inutes early. O f course, everyone is late occasionally Cars break down, trains 
are delayed and m eetings go on too long. If  you're late, ju st say sorry, and 
explain w hat happened. Sometimes it's impossible to  keep an appointment. But 
if  you d on’t arrive, the other person w ill be upset. Call them  to explain.

Som e people usually spend tim e chatting and drinking tea or coffee before 
they start a  business m eeting - b ut n ot in Britain or the USA. There, they like to 
talk about business first and chat later - if  there’s time.

Office hours in Britain and the USA  are from  9 am  until 5 pm, bu t some 
offices open a t 8.30 or 9 .30 and do not close until 5.30 or 6. People usually take 
about one hour for lunch (between 12 and 2). Shops open at 9 or 9.30, and stay 
open until 5.30 or 6. M ost shops are open all day on Saturday, and are closed all 
day on Sunday.

"Tipping" (giving money to people for small services) is always a difficult 
business. You don’t want to give too much or too little, o r tip  the  wrong person. 
In Britain and America, people usually tip waiters in restaurants, porters, taxi 
drivers and hairdressers. They do n ot tip people in offices, cinemas, garages, or 
airports. Am erican taxi drivers get a tip of 15% or 20%. G ive B ritish taxi 
drivers 10%. Hairdressers get about $1 in the States, or 10% in Britain. G ive a 
porter $1 for each bag in the States, o r 50p in  Britain.

W aiters always expect a tip. Give 10% o f the price o f your meal. But if 
you see ’’Service Included" on your bill, the tip is part o f the bill. D on’t give 
anything m ore.

D id you invite your friend to the restaurant ? Then you pay the bill. Did 
your friend invite you? Your friend pays. If  there are men and w omen in the 
party, the m en usually pay.
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These days, m en and w om en are equal in many ways. If  you work in 
Britain or America, your boss could be a man or a w oman. There are increasing 
num bers o f w om en in im portant positions in  politics, law, medicine and in the 
business world. But it is still polite for a man to open doors for w omen and to 
ask them  to go first. And it is polite for m en to stand up w hen they are 
introduced to  women. On inform al occasions, o f course, everyone is more 
relaxed. A m erican and British people have two names: a "first" name, and a 
"surname" or "family" name.

Here are some examples:

F IR S T  N A M E SU RN A M E

M arilyn M onroe
George M ichael

M argaret Thatcher
Elvis Preslv

Family m em bers and friends always use first names, but Am ericans are 
more inform al than B ritish people, and they use first nam es with nearly 
everybody. But it's usually a good idea to use surnames until people ask you 
to use their first names. W hen people w ant to be formal, or w hen they do not 
know each other very well, they use surnam es with "Mr" (pronounced "mister"), 
"Mrs" (pronounced "missis") for married women and "Miss" for unmarried 
women. Som e women don’t like to say if  they are married or not. W hen they 
write their nam e, they use "Ms", not "M rs” or "Miss". M iss M onroe, M r 
Michael, M rs Thatcher, M s W arwick. People never use "Mr", "M rs", "Miss" or 
"Ms" with first nam es alone.

Som e people have middle names:
Jacqueline Lee Onassis, W inston Spencer Churchill
British people do not use their m iddle names, but Am ericans often give the 

initial:
John F. Kennedy, R ichard M. Nixon.
W hen a woman marries, she usually docs no t use her old surname any 

more, but takes her husband's surname. The children have their father's 
surname, too. So, John Smith marries Susan Brown. She becomes Susan Smith 
and their children are E lizabeth Smith and Tom Smith.

Som e American m en have the sam e first name as their father. The son puts 
Jr. (Junior) after his nam e, and the father puts Sr (Senior) after his name:
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Sammy Davis Jr, M artin Luther King Sr. "Sir" is a British title for m en who 
have done a lot for their country. "Sir" is used with the first name, no t with the 
surname alone; Sir W inston, or Sir W inston Churchill ( not S ir C hurch ill).

M any English nam es have short forms. They sound more friendly and 
inform al than the w hole nam e. But some people don't like the short form of their 
name. Listen to w hat o ther friends say before you use a short form.

M ost parties are quite relaxed these days, especially young people's parties. 
Y ou don't have to w ear an expensive dress or a b lack tie when you want to have 
a good time. In fact, you can usually w ear w hat you like - anything from jeans 
to suits and dresses. B ritish and A merican people are often very informal.

People will expect an answ er even to an informal invitation. Just call to 
say if  you can or cannot come.

Som e people o f course (especially older ones) still enjoy formal parties 
and you m ust write a letter o r telephone to say if  you can or cannot come. 
People often send out invitations weeks before a party. It’s polite to answer as 
soon as possible.

W hat do you do if som eone asks you to "tea"? O r to  "drinks"?
For some B ritish people, "tea" means a cup o f tea and a b iscuit at 4.30 or 5 

pm. For others, "tea" means a  m eal at 6 .30 o r 7 pm.
"Formal dress" usually means a suit and tie for men and a smart dress for 

women. "Black tie" means that the m en w ear dinner jackets and the women 
w ear evening dresses. "Black tie" is only for very special occasions.

Some B ritish and American people like to invite friends and colleagues for 
a  meal at hom e. But don’t be upset i f  your English friends don’t invite you home. 
It doesn't m ean they d on’t like you !

D inner parties usually start between 7 and 8 pm  and end at about 11. Ask 
your hosts what time you should arrive. It's polite to bring flowers, chocolates or 
a bottle o f wine as a gift.

U sually the evening starts with drinks and snacks, (Ask for a soft drink if 
you don’t like a lco h o l.) Do you want to  be extra polite? Say how much you like 
the room, or the pictures on the wall. But rem em ber - it’s not polite to ask how 
much things cost.

Dinner will usually start at about 8 or 9 o’clock. In many families, the 
husband sits at one end o f the table and the w ife sits at the other end. They eat 
w ith their guests.

You'll probably start the meal with soup, o r som ething small as a 
"starter ', then you'll have meat o r fish with vegetables, and then a dessert 
(som etim es called a "sweet” or a "pudding”), followed by coffee. It's polite to 
finish everything on your p late and to take more if  you want it. Som e people eat 
bread with their m eal, but not everyone does.



M ost people ask "Do you m ind if  I  smoke?" before they take out their 
cigarettes after the meal.

Did you enjoy the evening? Call your hosts the next day, o r w rite them a 
short "thank you" letter. Perhaps it seems funny to you, but B ritish and 
American people say "thank you, thank you, thank you" all the tim e !

V ocabu lary: 

informal 

reserved

they take m ore time 

to ask somebody home 

formal clothes 

to m ake an appointment 

to be delayed

- зд. непринужденный, раскованный

- сдержанный, замкнутый

- у  них уходит больш е времени

- приглашать кого-либо домой

- строгая одежда

- условиться о  встрече, записаться на прием

- задерживаться
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«tipping» - давать «чаевые»

relaxed - нестрогий, гибкий ( о дисциплине, прав и лах)

- закуска
«starter»

- зд. любое сладкое блюдо ( фруктовый пирог, 
«pudding» крем, ж еле и т .п . )

Questions:

1. Compare Americans and British people in communication.
2. W hat kind o f clothes do most people in Britain and the USA like for 
everyday w ear ?
3. W hat do they usually wear in offices ?
4. W hat is worn in fashionable hotels and restaurants ?
5. How should you make appointments and arrangements in Britain and 
the USA ?
6. W hat do you know  o f usual office hours and shops being open in 
both countries ?
7. W hat should you know o f «tipping» in both countries ?
8. C om m ent on women and men relations in public.
9. W hich nam es do they use in formal and informal situations ?
10. W hat w ay are people invited to informal and formal p arties?
11. W hat should you know o f behaving at parties ?
12. W hat way are you to thank for an enjoyable evening ?
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