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I. Read Text 1 and do the assignments following it:

Text 1. RUSSIA

My home country is Russia. The vast territory of Russia lies in the
Eastern part of Europe and in the Northern part of Asia. In area, it is one of
the largest countries of the world ( a flight from Moscow to Magadan, for
example, takes eight hours). Russia is washed by 12 seas and 3 oceans. The
northern and eastern coasts of Russia are washed by the Arctic Ocean and
the White Sea, the Barents Sea and by the Okhotsk Sea. In the East it
stretches to the Pacific Ocean. Russia borders on 14 countries, including the
former Republics of the USSR, which are now independent states. In the
West it borders on Norway, Finland, -thr Ukraine and Byelorussia. In the
South Russia borders on the Caucasian States, the states of Central Asia,
Mongolia and China.

The land of Russia varies a lot from dense forests to barren deserts,
from high-peaked mountains to deep valleys. Russia is located on 2 plains:
the Great Russian Plain and the West Siberian Plain. There are 3 main
mountain chains in Russia. The Urals, the longest mountain chain, separates
Europe from Asia. The Asiatic section includes Siberia, the land of fine for-
ests and mighty rivers.

What is the climate like in Russia? One can hardly answer this question
briefly. Our country is very large and there are various types of climate on
the territory. But the temperature zone with four distinct seasons prevails.
Our country can be divided into broad belts of natural vegetation. Along the
Arctic coasts lies the tundra. It is frozen during the most part of the year.
When it thaws, it forms swampy grassland with mosses and dwarf trees. To
the south of the tundra stretch dense forests. These forests give a good sup-
ply of timber and furs. Rye, potatoes, oats and barley are grown there.
South of the forests lie the steppes. The northern part of this region, covered
with rich soil, is known as the black-earth region. This is one of the best
wheat-growing regions.

Russia is a land of long rivers and deep lakes. The broad Volga river is
of great historic, economic and cultural importance to Russia. It became the
cradle of such ancient towns as Vladimir, Tver, Yaroslavl, Kazan and Niz-
hny-Novgorod. Numerous canals join all the rivers in the European part of
Russia, making it the largest inland water transportation route in Europe.

The Volga runs into the Caspian Sea, which is, in reality, the largest
lake in the world. The Baikal is the deepest lake in the world.

The European part of Russia is densely populated. There are a lot of
cities, towns and villages there.

What language do we speak in our country? One cannot answer this
question in one word either: Russian is the language of the Russian people.
Russia is a federative republic and a multinational state with some autono-
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mous republics and regions within its structure which have different official
languages.

The Russian Federative Republic is set by the Constitution of 1993.
Under the Constitution Russia is a Presidential Republic. The federal gov-
ernment consists of three branches: legislative, executive and judicial. Each
of them is checked and balanced by the President.

The legislative power is vested in the Federal Assembley. It consists of
the two chambers. The Upper Chamber is the Council of Federation. The
Lower Chamber is the State Duma. Each Chamber is headed by the
Speaker. Legislature may be initiated by either of the two Chambers. But to
become a law a bill must be approved by both Chambers and signed by the
President. The President may veto the bill.

The President, elected for 4 years, is commander-in-chief of the armed
forces, he makes treaties, enforces laws, appoints ministers to be approved
by the Federal Assembly.

The executive power belongs to the Government which is headed by the
Prime Minister. The first action of the Prime Minister on appointment is to
form the Cabinet.

The judicial branch is represented by the Constitutional Court, the Su-
preme Court and regional courts.

The members of the Federal Assembly are elected by popular vote for a
4-year period.

Moscow is the capital of Russia and the seat of the Government.

Today the state symbol of Russia is a three-coloured banner. It has
three horizontal stripes: white, blue and red. The white stripe symbolizes the
earth, the blue one stands for the sky and the red one symbolizes liberty. The
hymn of Russia is «The Patriotic Song» by M. Glinka. A new national em-
blem is a 2-headed eagle. It originates from the heraldic emblem of the Ruri-
covitchies. All these symbols are official. They have been approved by the
Federal Assembly.

Russia is miraculously rich in natural resources. It has deposits of coal,
iron ores, nickel, oil, natural gas, gold, diamonds and timber.

The history of Russian industry goes back to the middle of the 17th century.
The development of new industries and crafts - metal working, textiles, brick
making and china manufacture - was encouraged under Peter the Great. During
the reign of Catherine the Great the Urals became the focus for iron industry, and
Russia became the world’s largest iron producer.

Russia was the most populous state of the former USSR and also the
wealthiest one. It produced 78% of all its natural gas, 60% of oil.

But many branches of industry and agriculture go through crisis. The
crisis of political power tells upon science, education, culture and medical
service.

Russia has always played an important role in the world. To remain
one of the leading powers in the world the state should strictly follow the
principles of our home and foreign policy. The home policy of our state is
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aimed at achieving peace among our citizens, politic and economic stability.
The main principles of our foreign policy are freedom, independence of
every state, coexistence and cooperation and peace all over the world.

1. Study Vocabulary Notes to Text 1:
Vocabulary Notes

1. to stretch (v) - to spread out in space or time: Theforest stretchesfor miles.
2. to border (v) - 1) to form a border to:fields bordered by woods
2) to share a border with: France borders Germany along
parts ofthe Rhine.
3) to provide with a border, esp. for decoration: to border a
skirt with lace

3.tovary (v) - 1) (in) to be different; have qualities that are not the same as
each other: Opinions on this matter vary. Houses vary in size.

2) (from) to (cause to) become different; change, esp. continu-
ally: The weather variedfrom very cold to quite mild.

4. dense (adj.) - 1) closely packed or crowded together: a dense crowd/ trees/

traffic

2) difficult to see through: a dense mist

3) stupid; slow to understand: One or two ofthe students are a
bit dense.

5. barren (adj.) - 1) (of women or female animals) not able to produce children
or young.

2) (oftrees or plants) producing no fruit or seed
3) (of soil) too poor to produce a good crop: barren wastelands
4) useless; empty; producing no result: a barren discussion

6. mighty (adj.) -  very great in power, strength, size, etc.: He raised the
hammer and struck the rock a mighty blow. Mighty empires /
a mighty king / the mighty Himalayas

7. to prevail (v) -1) (among, in) to (continue to) exist or be widespread:

A beliefin magic still prevails among some tribes.
2) (against, over) to gain control or victory; win a fight:
Justice hasprevailed, the guilty man has been punished.

8. to thaw (v) - 1) to change from a solid frozen state to become liquid, soft or
bendable as a result of an increase in temperature to above
freezing point: The snow is thawing.

2) (ofthe weather) to become warm enough for snow and ice to
melt: It often doesn't thaw until June in Siberia.
3) to become friendlier, less severe or formal: After their third
meeting she began to thaw.



9.moss (n) -

a small flat green or yellow flowerless plant that grows in a
thick furry mass on wet soil, or on a wet surface such as a
rock.

10. legislative (adj.) - having the power and duty to make laws: a legislative as-

sembly

11. executive (adj.) - 1) concerned with making and carrying out decisions, esp.

in business: She has been givenfull executive powers in this
matter.

2) having the power to carry out government decisions and
laws: The executive branch carries out the laws which have
been made by the politicians.

12. judicial (adj.) - of or related to a court of law, judges or their judgements:

ajudicial decision/ ruling

13. to vest in (phr. v.) - 1) [usu. pass.] (vest sthg. in shdy.) to give the official and

14. to veto (V) -

15. treaty (n) -

legal right to possess or use (power, property, etc.) to: In
most countries the right to make new laws is vested in the
people's representatives.
2) [no pass.] (vest in sbdy./sthg.) of (power, property, etc.)
to belong by right to: Informer times this power vested in
the Church.
toed; present participle -toing; - to prevent or forbid (some ac-
tion); refuse to allow (something): The president last week
vetoed a cereal price cut.
1) an agreement made between countries, esp. after a war, and
formally signed by their representatives: The conference drew
up the terms ofthe peace treaty/to ratify a treaty
2) agreement between people: We sold the house by private
treaty.

16. to enforce (v) -1) to cause (a rule or law) to be obeyed or carried out effec-

17. deposit (n) -

tively: Governments make laws and the police enforce them.
2) (on, upon) to make (something) happen, esp. by threats or
force; impose: They tried to enforce agreement with their
plans.

1) a matter that has been deposited in rock by a natural proc-
ess: There are such deposits ofgold in those hills. Matter that
has been deposited by liquid: salt deposits / too much deposit
in a bottle ofwine

2)an act of placing money in a bank or safe: 1'd like to make a
depositplease / a deposit box

3) the first part of a payment for goods or service, as a sign
that the payment will be completed: The hotel requires a de-
positfor all advance bookings. We put down a deposit on a
new car today.



4) money paid at the beginning of a business agreement, to
be held in case the agreement is not kept: You may have to
pay a deposit to open an electricity account, but ifyou pay
your bills promptly they won't keep it. To put down a de-
posit ofL 100 on a new car.

I11. Do the following exercises:

Exercise 1. Transcribe and practise reading the following words and word-
combinations:

a) Europe, European, Asia, Asiatic, the Barents Sea, the Okhotsk Sea, the
Pacific Ocean, Ukraine, Byelorussia, the Caucasian States, Mongolia, Siberia, the
Urals;

b) area, coasts, vary, various, barren deserts, valley, (to) separate, mighty,
temperature, distinct, prevail, natural vegetation, tundra, thaw, swampy, dwarf,
cradle, ancient, canal, route, federative, legislative, judicial, executive, multina-
tional, autonomous, assembly, chamber, (to) initiate, (to) veto, constitutional, (to)
symbolize, hymn, eagle, emblem, miraculously, deposit, coal, diamonds, manu-
facture, crisis, coexistence, cooperation.

Exercise 2. Answer the following questions:
1. Is Russia one of the largest countries in the world?
. The vast territory of Russia lies in the Eastern part of Europe, doesn’t it?
. How many seas and oceans is Russia washed by?
. How many countries does Russia border on? What are they?
. Does the land of Russia vary much?
. What can you say about the relief of Russia?
. What is the climate like in Russia?
. Can you name the main vegetation zones in Russia?
. What are the longest rivers in Russia?
. What is the role of the Volga in the life of Russia?
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11. What do you know about Lake Baikal?

12. The European part of Russia is densely populated, isn’t it?

13. What language do we speak in our country?

14. When was the new Constitution of the Russian Federation adopted?
15. What is the Russian Federation system according to tire Constitution?
16. For what period of time is the President elected?

17. What is the structure of the Federal Government?

18. Is the legislative power represented by the Federal Assembly?

19. What chambers does the Federal Assembly consist of?

20. Who(m) does the executive power belong to?

. Who is the head of the Government?
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22.. What is the judicial branch of power represented by?

23. Can you depict the State symbol of Russia?

24. What is the hymn of Russia?

25. What is the National Emblem of Russia?

26. Is Russia rich in natural resources?

27. What was the economical position of Russia in the former USSR?
28. What do you know about Russian economy nowadays?

29. What has made the life of our people very hard?

30. What are the main principles of our home and foreign policy?

Exercise 3. Supply articles where necessary:

There is no other country in ~ world whose nature is more varied than that

of Russia western halfof  country Consists mainly of  low plains.
country is divided into two parts by Ural mountains greater part of
eastern half is covered with vast plateaus and mountain chains. Here, on ...

Kamchatka Peninsula  biggest active volcanoes of ~ Old World are located.

In South  plains of  western halfof  country are bounded by

huge mountain ranges. Here are  country’s highest peaks.

Many of  rivers of  Russia are among  world’s greatest most
important rivers of ~ western plain are  Volga, @ Western Dvina, Don
and  Northern Dvina.

In  FarEast Amurflowsinto Pacific.

In lakes, too, our country is extremely rich. Among them are .... world’s
greatest lake  Caspian Seaand  deepest.... Lake Baikal.

Exercise 4. Supply prepositions where necessary:

Our motherland is immense. It’s ..... farthe largest and the richest country
both  Asia and Europe. Its frontier line is the longest  the world.

Our motherland is immense. It’s far the largest and the richest country
both  Asia and Europe. Its frontier line is the longest  the world.

Natural conditions  Russia vary greatly. If you cross Russia  the ex-
treme North  the extreme South you will get a good idea  the climate con-
trasts, to say nothing  the difference  scenery and vegetation, characteristic

various geographical zones. Siberia is unlike  the Urals, the face  Ta-
tary differs  that  the Caucasus. One regionisrich  one thing, another is
rich  another.

Perhaps no other country’s geographic location has played such an impor-
tant part its history as Russia’s. Half ~ Europe and half  Asia, its history
has revolved  this basic fact.



Exercise 5. Translate the following text into English. Use the given key-words:

environment protection
anxious

to pollute

pollution

waste

to survive

dangerous

wonder

to fancy

unique

urgent task

to demand

game preserve
reservoir

timber processing plant
pure

filtering techniques
widespread

wildlife

3alMTa OKpYXatrLLein cpeapl
06€eCNOKOEHHbIN

3arpssHACh

3arpsisHeHue

0TX0fbl

BbDKUTb

OnacHbI

uyao

npeacTaBUTb

YHUKaNbHbIN

HeoTNOXHas 3ajava
TpeboBaTb

3anoBefHUK

XpaHunuue
[lepeBo06pabaTbiBalOW N KOMBUHAT
YUCTbIN

OUYNCTHbIE COOPYXEHNUA
LUMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeHHbIi
XXMBOTHbI MUp



YHukanbHoe os3epo

Poccua, NpkyTck
yn. Hosas, a.tO, kB. 14
UepHoB AHApel

3apascTByil, KeH!

MoMHWWb AW Thl, YTO ABa pasa B HeJeN0 A noceliarw LWKO/bHbINA
AHraniicknin kny6? 3aecb Mbl 06CYX/JaeM pas3inyHble NpobaemMbl. B npowwnbiii
pas B LleHTpe Hallero BHUMaHua 6bina npobnema 3alnThbl 03epa baiikan.

Kak Tebe u3BecTHO, VIpKYTCK HaxoAuWTCsi OKOAO 3TOro o3epa. Mow
LWKOMbHbIE ApYy3bsS M A 04YeHb 06eCMOKOeHbl NpPo6AeMOoli  3aLlUThbl
oKpyXalLuei cpefbl. S gymar, 4TOo 3TO camas BaxHasa npobnema Bcex
nogeii. Mbl LO/MKHbI COXPaHUTb Hally OKPY>XXatoLLy cpedy YncToii. Peku n
03epa CTaHOBATCA TaKUMU 3arps3HeHHbIMU MPOMBILIAEHHBIMU O0TXO04aMMU,
4TO pbi6a He MOXET BbKWUTb. Heyxxenn 3To He OMacHO ANS Halleid naaHeTbl
M 4N 340p0BbA NH0AeR?

Baiikan - 3T0 4ygo npupofbl. 3TO He TONbKO camoe rny6okoe 03epo B
MMpe, HO K camoe uucToe. lMpefacTaBb cebe, uTo bBaiikan cogepxut A5

MUPOBbIX PECypcoB YUCTO BOAbl. Bcem Tem, KOTOpblie MocewalT 03epo
Balikan BnepBble, NpefnaratoT BbINUTb CTakaH BOAbl, B3ATOM NPAMO U3 03epa.

Tbl MOXeLlb YBUAETb 03ep0 Ha rnybuHe « 21m (70 dyTtos). Okono 150
BWAOB pacTeHWii M pblibbl 006MTalOT B 3TON KPWUCTasbHO 4YMUCTOW BOJE.
MHoOrue n3 HUX eANHCTBEHHbIE B CBOEM pofe. Halla HeoTnoXHasa 3ajava -
3aWUTUTbL 3TO YHUKa/IbHOE 03ep0 OT 3arpsA3HeHuS.

Mpobnema o3epa balikan o6cyxpaanacb HeoAHOKpaTHO. HekoTopble
yyeHble HacTamBalOT Ha TOM, 4TOObl npeBpaTUTb 03epo balikan B
3anoBefHMK. B aToil cBasn Akafgemus Hayk paspa6oTana nnaH, COrfiacHo
KOTOPOMY HOXXHbIN Geper baiikana 6yfeT npespalieH B NPUPOAHbIA napk.
Xopowuit nnaH, He npasja nu?

HeKkoTopble y4eHble XOTAT UCMO/b30BaTh 3TO FPOMafHOE XpaHUuLLe B
3KOHOMMYECKUX Uensix. OHKM nbiTaloTCa  OTCTOATb  CBOK  MO3ULUIO
yTBEpXAas, 4YTo bakanbCkuii gepeBoobpabaTbiBaloWMil KOMOGUHAT CMOXET
0YMCTUTb BOAY, MOCTYMatoLLYy0 BHOBb B 03ep0, C MOMOLLbI COBPEMEHHbIX
OYNCTHBIX COOPYXEHUIA.

Kak Tbl gymaewb - 3T0 BO3MOXHO0? f 60KCb, YTO 3TW COBPEMEHHbIE
OYNCTHbIE COOPYXXEHNS HEA0CTATOUYHO 3(EKTUBHDI.

CoCTOsiHME 3KONOTUN BCe eLle Cepbe3Hoe BO MHOTMX pernoHax Haluei
CTpaHbl. 3Has 3TO, Mbl AO/MKHbI YTO-TO Aenatb. 1 cobuparocb BCTYNUTbL B
06LL,eCTBO 3alMTHUKOB OKpYXatoLLell cpedbl, KOTOPOe CTAaHOBMTCS LUMPOKO
pacnpocTpaHeHHbIM B Cnbupu.

A1 yBepeH, YTO 3aliMTa NPUPOSHbLIX PECYPCOB U XXMBOTHOIO MuUpa TpebyeT
COTPYAHUYECTBa BCEX HALMIA. A 4TO Thbl AyMaeLlb N0 3TOMY BOMpocy?

[0 cBuaaHuns,
AHgpeli YepHoB.
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IV. Read Text 2 and do the assignments following it:

Text 2. LOOKING AT THE MAP OF RUSSIA
« 1°d like you to tell me something about your country.

« | think the best way to get a general idea of a country is to study the map.
It’s lucky |’ve got one with me. Here it is.

« Perhaps we had better start with the physical outline of the country.

» Well, Russia can be divided roughly into two main regions - the highlands
in the east and the lowlands covering the greater part of the country, with a long
mountain range cutting it into two unequal parts.

* You mean the Urals. They form the natural border between Europe and
Asia. But the highest mountain chains, as far as | can see, are situated in the south

and the south-east of the country. What do you call them?

» The Caucasus, between the Caspian and the Black sea and the Altai in
Asia.

* 1’d love to go there. My hobby is mountaineering. But our mountains are
not so high as yours, as far as | know.

* | believe they are not. We have peaks four and a half miles high. But we
also have lowlands several hundred feet below sea level. We have steppes in the
south, plains and forests in the midlands, tundra and taiga in the north.

» What are the “steppes”?

 They are treeless plains covered with grass. The soil is fertile there.
» And is the tundra like our heather moss?

* Not in the least. 1t’s a kind of frozen desert in the Arctic region.
» And what is the™aiga, | wonder?

* It’s a thick coniferous forest stretching to the south of the tundra. It’s rich
in animals valued for their fur, like sable, fox, squirrel.



« 1’d like to go hunting there, but I’m afraid | would never be able to stand
the cold.

e Our climate is also varied. In the south-west the weather is usually mild
and wet; northern Asia is one of the coldest places on earth and in the south the
heat is unbearable. But in the middle of the country the climate is moderate and
continental.

» Well, it has been very interesting for me to hear all those things. Thank
you very much for your information.

Exercise 1. Consult the dictionary and transcribe the words and geographical
names:
a) the Urals, Europe, Asia, the Caucasus, the Caspian sea, the Altai;
b) physical outline, roughly, mountain range, unequal, mountaineering, tun-
dra, taiga, fertile, heather, moors, desert, coniferous, sable, squirrel, valued, var-
ied, earth.

Exercise 2. Pick out the English equivalents of the following from Text 2:
nonyuntb obLiee MpeAcTaBfieHMEe O CTpaHe, (M3NYECKMEe OuepTaHus,
pa3genaTbCA Ha .., BbICOKOrOpbe, HW3MEHHOCTb, ropHas uenb / rpsaja,
paspesaTb Ha [Be HepaBHble YacTu, 06pa30BbIBaTb €CTECTBEHHYIO rpaHuLy,
HVXe YPOBHA MOpPSA, BHYTPEHHAA 4acTb CTpaHbl’ MJOLOPOLHAA NOYBa,
BEPECKOBble MyCTOLWMW, XBOWHbLIWA fec, NepeHoCUTb X0nof4, pasHoobpasHbIi
KAuMat, MATKWUA KAUMAT, HeBbIHOCUMMAs >Kapa, YMEpEeHHbI KauMmar,
HACKONbKO i MOHWMAL0, HACKO/IbKO MHE U3BECTHO, HU B KOE Mepe.

Exercise 3. Write questions about Text 2, using the words and phrases from Ex-
ercise 2. Prepare to discuss the text (use the map).

X
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SUPPLEMENT
Part 1
Geographical names with and without “the”
The following geographical names are used without any article:

a) names of continents: Africa, Antarctica, America, Asia, Australia,
Europe, South America
Note: the Arctic and the Antarctic are used with the definite article as
they denote the regions (the land and the sea) round the north and the south poles.
b) names of countries, counties, provinces, states: France, Italy, Wisconsin,
Texas, Devonshire, Scotland
Note 1: Some names of countries, counties, etc. require the definite arti-
cle; some other names can be used with or without the definite article:
the Argentine (but: Argentina), (the) Congo, (the) Lebanon, (the) Senegal,
the Ruhr, the Saar, the Ukraine, the Crimea.
Note 2: Names of states consisting of word groups including common
nouns are used with the definite article:
the Soviet Union, the United States of America (the USA), the German
Federative Republic, the Republic of Ireland, the United Kingdom, the United
Arab Emirates.
Note 3: We also use «the» with plural names: the Netherlands, the Philip-
pines
cl names of cities, towns or villages: London, New York, Madrid, Strat-
ford-on-Avon.
Note: The only exception is the Hague (in the Netherlands).
d) names ofindividual islands: Corfu, Sicily, Bermuda, Easter Island.
Note: Island groups usually have plural names with «the»: the Bahamas,
the British Isles, the Canaries / the Canary Islands.
e) individual mountains usually have names without «the»: (Mount)Everest,
Ben Nevis (in Scotland), (Mount)Etna, Snowdon, Elbrus.
Note: Mountain ranges usually have plural nouns with «the:
the Rocky Mountains / the Rockies, the Ands, the Alps, the Pennine
Range / the Pennines.
f) names of lakes: Lake Michigan, Lake Baikal, Lake Superior, Silver Lake,
Lake Constance.
Note: If the noun «lake» is omitted, the definite article is used: the Baikal.
g) names of waterfalls: Niagara Falls, Victoria Falls
h) names of bays: Hudson Bay
i) names of peninsulas and caries: Hindustan, Labrador, Cape Horn
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Note: If the noun «peninsula» is added, the definite article is used:
the Hindustan peninsula, the Balkan peninsula

Other geographical names take the definite article. These are:

ajnames of seas, oceans, rivers, straits, canals, channels: the Atlantic
(Ocean), the Indian Ocean, the Mediterranean (Sea), the Red Sea, the English
Channel, the Nile, the Amazon, the Thames, the Rhine, the Volga, the Suez Ca-
nal, the Panama Canal, the Strait of Dover, the Dardanelles.
Note: On maps «the» is not usually included in the names.
b) names of deserts: the Sahara, the Gobi
c) names of regions: we say - the Middle East, the Far East, the North of
England, the South of Spain, the west of Canada (but: northern England, southern
Spain, western Canada - without «the»).
Note 1: You can also use «north / south» etc. + a place noun (without
«the»): North America, West Africa, South-East Spain.
Note 2: On maps «the» is not usually included in the names.
d) geographical names having the plural form: the Midlands, the Yorkshire
Forests.

Geographical names that are used with the zero article may take the definite
or the indefinite article under the following conditions:

a) ifa limiting article is used a geographical name takes the definite article:

It was not the France ofhis youth.

b) if a descriptive article is used a geographical name has the indefinite arti
cle: It was a different Paris, unknown to him.

c) the definite article is used in the following patterns containing the prepo-
sition «of»: the Bay of Biskay, the City of New York, the Mount of Olives, the
Isle of Man, the Gulf of Mexico, the Strait of Dover.

Articles with other semantic groups of proper names

Proper names of the following semantic groups take no article:

ajnames of streets, squares, parks: Broadway, Fleet Street, Wall Street,
Piccadilly, Trafalgar Square, Central Park, Hyde Park.

Note: The exceptions are: the Strand (in London), the High Street, the

Main Street (in the USA).

b) names of airports and railway stations: London Airport, Kennedy Airport,
Waterloo Station, Victoria Station.

c) names of universities and colleges: Oxford University, Harvard Univer-
sity, Brasenose College, Hertford College.

d) names of magazines and journals: National Geographic, Punch, Lan-
guage.
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e) names of days of the week and names of months: Monday, Tuesday, July,
April.

f) names of buildings, bridges: Buckingham Palace, Westminster Abbey,
Colosseum, St. Paul’s Cathedral, Westminster Bridge, Tower Bridge.

Note: Some names of buildings, however, are used with the definite article:

the White House, the Tower, the Old Bailey.

Nouns of some semantic groups require the definite article. They are:

a) names of hotels, clubs, museums, picture galleries, concert halls, theatres,
cinemas, monuments: the Hilton, the National Tennis Club, the National Gallery,
the British Museum, the Louvre, the Carnegie Hall, the Albert Hall, the Old Vic,
the Odeon, the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial.

b) names of ships and boats: the Titanic, the Queen Mary.

c) names of parties and institutions: the Conservative Party, die Democratic
Party, the London City Council, the House of Commons.

Note: Parliament (in Britain) is used without any article (but: The British
Parliament). The definite article before congress (in the USA) may be dropped,
but it is equally correct to use it.

d) names of newspapers: die Daily World, the Economist, the Times

Exercises

Exercise 1. Read these sentences carefully. Some are correct, but some need
«the» (perhaps more than once). Correct the sentences where necessary.
Examples: Everest was first climbed in 1953. Right
Milan is in north of Italy. Wrong - the north of Italy

1. Last year we visited Canada and United States.

. Africa is much larger than Europe.

. South of England is warmer than north.

. We went to Spain for our holidays and swam in Mediterranean.

. Tom has visited most countries in western Europe.

. A friend of mine used to work as a reporter in Middle East.

. Next year we are going skiing in Swiss Alps.

. Malta has been a republic since 1974.

. Nile is longest river in Africa.

10. United Kingdom consists of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

O©C O NO Ok wN

Exercise 2. Here are some geography questions. You have to choose the right
answer. Sometimes you need «the», sometimes not. Try to find out the answers if

you don’t know them.
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Example: What is the longest river in the world? (Amazon / Rhine / Nile)

1. Where is Bolivia? (Africa/ South America/ North America)
2. Where is Ethiopia? (Asia/ South America /Africa)
3. Ofwhich country is Manila the capital? (Indonesia / Philippines / Japan)
4. Ofwhat country is Stockholm the capital? (Norway / Denmark / Sweden)
5. Which country lies between Mexico and Canada?
(Venezuela / El Salvador / United States)
6. Which is the largest country in the world? (United States / China / Russia)
7. Which is the largest continent? (Asia/ South America /Africa)
8. What is the name of the mountain range in the west of North America?
(Rocky Mountains / Andes / Alps)
9. What is the name of the ocean between America and Asia?
(Atlantic / Pacific / Indian Ocean)
10. What is the name of the ocean between Africa and Australia?
(Atlantic / Pacific / Indian Ocean)
11. What is the name of the sea between England and France?
(Mediterranean Sea / English Channel / French Sea)
12. What is the name of the sea between Africa and Europe?
(Black Sea/ Red Sea / Mediterranean Sea)
13. What is the name of the sea between Britain and Norway?
(Norwegian Sea/ English Channel / North Sea)
14. Which river flows through Vienna, Budapest and Belgrade?
(Rhine / Danube / VVolga)
15. Whatjoins the Atlantic and Pacific oceans?
(Suez Canal / Panama Canal)

Exercise 3. In this exercise you have to choose the correct form, with or without
«the.

Example: When we were in London we visited National Gallery / the Na-
tional Gallery.

1. The British Prime Minister lives in Downing Street / the Downing Street.
2. One of the nicest parks in London is St. James’s Park / the St. James’s
Park, which is very near Buckingham Palace / the Buckingham Palace.

. Frank is a student at Liverpool University / the Liverpool University.

4. Mr. Jenkins reads Daily Telegraph / the Daily Telegraph and his wife
reads Times / the Times.

5. If you want to buy some new clothes, the shop I would recommend is
Harrison’s / the Harrison’s.

6. We flew from London to Orly Airport / the Orly Airport in Paris.

. Tate Galley / the Tate Gallery is the main modem art museum in London.

8. My local pub is called Prince of Wales / the Prince of Wales.

w

~
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9. Have you ever visited Tower of London / the Tower of London?

10. Which hotel are you staying at? - At Sheraton / the Sheraton.

11. Diana and George got married in St. Matthew’s Church / the St. Mat-
thew’s Church.

12. You must visit Science Museum / the Science Museum when you are in
London.

13. Did you see the film at Classic / the Classic?

1

Exercise 4. Fill in the blanks with articles before names of continents, countries,
states, provinces, counties, cities if necessary:

1. In his youth Mr. Curry had been abroad a great deal, had lived in___
Ceylon, Singapore and India.

2. I've heard he’s offto _ _ Central Africa.

3. Next morning, back from shopping in Cannes, Nicole found a note
saying that Dick had taken the small car and gone up into Provance
for a few days by himself.

4. Your advice, then, as | understand it, is that the young man will be as safe
in Devonshire as in London. (

5. My great-grandfather was Governor of North Carolina.

6. Here are some of his belongings such as the sword given to him in__
Caucasus and many historical documents.

7. One of the most striking of the many unique exhibits is a marble sar-
cophagus - a relic of ancient art found in excavations on Taman Pen-
insulain _ _ Crimea.

8. Yorkshire is famous for some delicious foods, including Yorkshire
pudding and roastbeef.

9.1n Netherlands and Belgium St. Nicholas’ Day, December 6 is
the children’s festival, on the eve of which the saint is supposed to come
riding from Spain with presents for all good children.

10. The first three department stores in _ _ United States were in Chi-
cago.

11. Anyhow they lived in South China.

12. He’s moved to Lebanon.

13. This was not Paris that good Americans went to when they died.

14. Having stayed near four months in Hamburg, | came by land to
Hague.

Exercise 5. Fill in the blanks with articles before names of oceans, seas, straits,
channels, rivers, lakes, bays if necessary:
1. How ill she was when there was a storm in Indian Ocean.
2. New York, the largest city in the USA, is situated at the mouth of____
Hudson river, sometimes called North river.
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10.

. He had grown up at the shores of Lake Superior and had sailed small

boats ever since he was a kid. N

. They sent us a postcard of Lake of Geneva. <.
. They were in Mediterranean passing Gibraltar, but the weather,

if anything, was worth.
Potomac flows from West Virginia into _ _ Chesapeake Bay.

. Warm air began to move from _ _ GulfofMexico across Texas into New

Mexico.

. Wisconsin was on _ _ Wisconsin River, on the north bank, a matter of

seven miles above the junction with Mississippi.

.1 collected my baggage and stepped out of the train, and there was__

Grand Canal at my feet.
Pacific Ocean is rich in mineral raw materials.

Exercise 6. Fill in the blanks with articles before names of peninsulas, deserts,
mountains, islands, falls if necessary:
1. She’s lived on _ _ Long Island twenty years and never saw New York

2.
3.
4.

9.

City before.
Rocky Mountains extend from Mexico to Canada.
He took her for a ride on the river under Niagara Falls.
On the edge of Sahara we ran into a plague of locusts and the chauf-
feur explained kindly that thy were bumble-bees.

. He had a small house in Bermudas.
. No one should leave the park without visiting Great Canyon for a

view of Lower Falls ofthe Yellowstone River.
Kilimanjaro is a snow covered mountain in Africa.

. The main port of the United States presents four physical divisions: two

elevated and two lowland regions. The elevated are ___ Appalachian

mountains in the East and Rocky mountains in the west.

The People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen lies on the southern tip of
_ Arabian Peninsula.

10. Spain is a country of about 194,883 square miles (including Balearic

Island and Canary Islands) occupying the larger part o f Iberian
Peninsula in southwestern Europe.

11. Mongolia spans a huge steppe plateau and Gobi Desert.

Exercise 7. Fill in the blanks with articles before geographical names if neces-

sary:

1.

2.
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Manhattan is the name of the island which forms the heart of New
York.
Do you know what it is like when there is sixty degrees of frost in___
Acrctic - and it still doesn’t freeze?



3. In 1919 | happened to be in Chicago on my wayto___ Far East.

. He had agencies in many of the islands of____ Pacific.

5. He came to ' Seine, crossed it, and entered oneof the less reputable
quarters of Paris, i!(c ¢.j. \&

6. They knew that Davidson had worked in Canaries for five years be-
fore he met his wife.

7. The church stood in ancient village of Devonshire.

N

8. Goto Hague, or to Amsterdam.

9. Victoria Falls on the northwest border o f Rhodesia is a mile wide
and 420 feet high.

10. Moscow is a city of museums. It was in Moscow that the first

museum collection was formed in medieval Russia.
11. Most of the Slavic peoples now in Balkan Peninsula arrived in the
6thand 7th centuries.

Exercise 8. Fill in the blanks with articles before miscellaneous proper names if
necessary:
1. On the other bank of Potomac lies Arlington National Cemetery,
where President Kennedy was buried.
2. Tom and Miss Baker sat on either end of the long couch and she read
aloud to him from Saturday Evening Post.
3. Sensation at London Airport. Attempt to smuggle 12 jewels worth
three quarters of a million.
4. Then still keeping a hundred yards behind, we followed into Oxford
Street and so down Regent Street.

5. Jefferson Memorial was built in memory of the third president of
USA, Thomas Jefferson, who was also the author of the Declaration of
Independence.

6.__ White House is the President’s residence.
, 7. She asked Charles if he would take her to National Gallery.
8. He has been to Eton and Oxford and he doesn’t forget to let you
know it.
9. Every day her mother had read two newspapers from cover to cover;___
Daily Telegraph and Daily Mirror.
10. He stood by the window of the sitting room which gave view over____
Hyde Park.
11. They drove off eastward, down _ _ Strand and into a little side street,
by Charing Cross.
12.1 am a marine biologist. | took a degree init at Cambridge.
13. They have a nice home in High Street.
14. He paid careful attention to the announcements in Times.
15. Savoy is a luxury hotel in Strand in London.
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Exercise 9. Fill in the blanks with articles where necessary:

Australia

Australia is _ _ fifth and smallest o f continents, three-quarters — size
of Europe, quarter sizeof Africa and Six sizeof_
Asiaor America. On other hand, it is by far largest island in__

world, with coastline of 12,200 miles and overall area of almost three
million square miles, which makes it slightly smaller than United States and
about twenty-four times size of  British Isles.

Geographically, Australia dates back at least 2000 million years, and__
poet who described it as « land as old as time» was not far wrong. Some
people believe that it was once part of Antarctic continent. There is also

theory that until few million years ago it was part of great land
which reached north to Asia and east as far as New Zealand.

In its present shape more than third of Australia lies within tropics.

Cape York, its northern tip, is in more or less same latitude as far
south of India and central islands of Philippines. _ _ southern tip of
Tasmania has __ same latitude as _ _ Portland, Black Sea and___
Vladivostok. Because of this there is much variety in physical character and
climate. It is rather flat country with _ _ not very high ranges near____
eastern coast. highest peak, __ Mount Koscuisco, reaches only 7,316 feet,
_ quarterof height of Mount Everest. Much of country’s almost
rainless, and as result most of people live on east and south-east
coasts. large cities such as Sydney and Melbourne are crowded with
_ people but average number o f inhabitants to square mile in
Australia is only four.

Exercise 10. Fill in the blanks with articles wherever necessary paying particular
attention to the use of the articles before geographic names. Retell the text:

Geography of__ United States

_ United States of America is located on North American Continent.
western third of _ _ country consists mainly of____ high plateau broken by
_numerous mountain ranges, chiefofwhich are____ Rocky Mountains. To
_ west of this region lie Great Plains. This is region of very flat
ground extending from Canadian border to Gulfof Mexico and
eastward as far as Appalachian Mountains. Appalachians are range
of low mountains and hills running parallel to Atlantic Coast and
about one to two hundred miles in land.

Along centre of Great Plains, flowing___ south from Canadian
border to Gulfof Mexico is Mississippi River. This river together
with Missouri which joins it from west and____ Ohio whichjoins it from

_ east, forms central river system of __ United States. In north are
_ five Great Lakes - Lake Superior, _ _ Lake Huron, __ Lake Michigan,
_ Lake Erie and Lake Ontario which employ into Atlantic Ocean
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through _ _ St. Lawrence River. Colorado River in southwest and
Colombia in northwest are ___ other principal rivers of __ country.

climate of country is typical of other large continental areas in

temperaturd zone. It is very warm in summer and in all of it except___

south is cold in _ _ winter. _ _ west, and especially southwest, is very dry.

capital of United States, Washington D.C. is not located in any
state, but lies between states of _ _ Maryland and Virginia. princi-
pal cities of U.S. are  New York, Chicago, Philadelphia,___
Detroit, Los Angeles and Cleveland. population o f United
States is not evenly spread over country, but is concentrated largely in____
east.

heart of American agriculture is _ _ «com-belt», belt of
very fertile land extending from Nebraska eastwards as far as Pennsyl-
vania. In this area principal crop is com. West of com-belt is___
wheat-belt extending north and south from Texas to North Dakota
and into _ _ Canada.

principal products o f south are cotton and tobacco al-
though com is also grown there. agriculture of California, because
of its favourable climate, is confined largely to special crops, such as cit-

rus crops and grapes.
_ mineral deposits o f U.S. are concentrated largely among Ap-

palachian Mountains. There are, however, important oil-fields in Texas,

Oklahoma and California, and important iron mines in Minne-
sota. Because of overwhelming concentration of minerals in northeastern
partof uU.s. manufacturing is also concentrated there.

Exercise 11. Fill in the blanks with articles wherever necessary paying par-
ticular attention to the use ofthe articles before geographic names. Retell the text:
_ British Isles.
British Isles lie off north-west coast o f continental Europe.
They are made up of Great Britain ( England, Scotland and____
Wales) and Ireland ( Northern Ireland and Independent Irish Repub-
lic) and some 5500 smaller islands. whole territory o f British Isles is
244000 square kilometres.

We will not find high mountains or large plains in Britain. Every-
thing occupies little place. nature, it seems, has carefully adapted
things - ___mountains, plains, _ _ rivers,_ lakes - to size of__is-
land itself. mountain 12000 feet high would be wonder there. So would
be plain 400 miles long, river as wide and deep as _ _ Mississippi.

Most o f plains lie to____ east; west is hillyor mountainous.
mountains even in _ _ highest part of England are only____little over 3000 feet
high. highest mountain in British Isles is Ben Nevis in Scotland,
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4406 feet high. longest river is Severn, about 2000 miles long. high-
est waterfall is 370 feet high.
Too often visitor who has only few days to spend sees only__
Lowland England, and so he cannot see____contrasts between____ wild fiords of
Scotland, rocks of North Wales, smiling orchard-land o f Kent
and open moorland of Sutherland. These contrasts are often not far from___
big cities.

_ climate of British Isles is influenced by Atlantic ocean.____
winters are not so cold as they can be on continent, but summers are not
so warm as they usually are on other side of Channel. In other
words, Great Britain has mild climate, but because o f lengthof
British Isles temperatures differ from district to district.

North is certainly colder than South, but in winter coldest

districts are eastern ones. climate here is more like that in Central
Europe. On whole weather changes very often and there are few
sunny days. Britain has rain in every month of year. rainiest months

in Britain are November, January and February. Usually there is___
little snow in winter.
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Study Notes on pages 143-144 («[lMpaKTUYECKWUiA KypC aHTIMIACKOro
A3blka» nog ped. B.A. ApakuHa, M., W3gaT. LleHTp «Bnagoc», 1997) and
complete the following tables:

-an/-ian
Bulgaria
Mongolia
Rumania
Italy
Norway
Algeria
Argentina
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Canada
Egypt
Hungary
Germany
India
Mexico
Russia
United States

Bulgarian
Mongolian
Rumanian
Italian
Norwegian

-1
Pakistan
Iraq
Kuwait
Yemen

-ish
Denmark
Finland
Ireland
Poland
Sweden
Turkey
Britain
England
Scotland
Spain

Pakistani

Table 1.
- ese
Danish Sudan Sudanese
Senegal
Portugal
Japan
Burma
China
Lebanon
Malta
Nepal
Vietnam
Table 2.
others
Czechia Czech
Slovakia Slovak
Wales
France
Greece
Thailand
Iceland

the Netherlands
Switzerland
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